




We have a culture where relationships are based upon 
decision, will, and commitment before emotions and romance 
enter the picture. 

So stability of that relationship is far better than otherwise. 
They are raised and go into it understanding, I’m going to make 
a commitment.

I’m going to exercise my will regardless of who that person is. 
And in the Christian home, trusting that the Lord is behind it 
all.



Can anyone doubt the troubled state of marriage? Across the nation, we average one 
divorce decree for every two marriage licenses. In some parts of the country, as 
many divorce as marry each year. 

It seems this problem can, at least in part, be traced to the high demands we make 
on marriage. Particularly, we have tremendously high emotional expectations. 

Our ancestors appreciated an emotionally satisfying relationship, but not as the first 
priority. They had more fundamental expectations. 

At the dawn of history, people married primarily for safety, not romance. 

In a hunting and gathering culture, the family was society's unit for physical 
survival.

As our ancestors settled into communities, the family became society's unit for 
economic survival. 

While people still needed one another for protection and to insure propagation of 
the species, practical economic consideration was more important than emotional 
fulfillment. 

A husband and wife needed one another and needed children to make a living.





Obviously, something has changed. We do not marry for 
economic or survival reasons. Men do not need wives to 
help with the farm. Women do not need husbands to 
support them. 
Today, people marry expecting more. 
We want our husband or wife to make us feel loved and 
appreciated. 
Today emotional support is the central reason for the 
relationship. If great-grandma and great-grandpa loved 
one another (in the sense that we have come to use that 
word), it was considered a wonderful added benefit, but 
not a requirement.





Genesis 24:1 
Abraham was now 
old and well 
advanced in years, 
and the LORD had 
blessed him in 
every way. 



2 He said to the chief servant in his 
household, the one in charge of all that 
he had, “Put your hand under my 
thigh. 

3 I want you to swear by the LORD, the 
God of heaven and the God of earth, 
that you will not get a wife for my son 
from the daughters of the Canaanites, 
among whom I am living, 



Jim and Elizabeth met and fell in love while they were 
students at Wheaton College in the late 40’s. 

There was only one problem. God had called Jim to work as a 
jungle missionary.

Older missionaries had told him that single men were needed 
to do jobs married ones could never do. 

There were some areas where women could not go. 

Jim took their word for it and committed himself to 
bachelorhood for as long as the will of God required.

This meant saying, “Goodbye,” to Elizabeth at graduation in 
1948, not knowing if they would ever see each other again. 



It was not the right time for him to get married, because He felt God was 
calling him to other, more important things.

Four years later, in 1952, Jim sailed to Ecuador to work with the Quichua 
Indians in the east.

Elizabeth, later that year, ended up in the same country, working with the 
Colorado Indians in the west. 

A year later, in 1953, they met in Quito where they were engaged, because 
marriage was no longer a detour from God’s plan for either of their lives. 

Then, it was the right time for them to be married.

This, of course, is the story of Jim and Elizabeth Elliot, who together 
became missionaries to the Waudani Indians of Ecuador.

But two years after Jim and Elizabeth were married and had a baby - Jim 
was murdered by those same Indians he was trying to save.





2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be 
bound together with unbelievers; 

14 Do not be unequally yoked 
with unbelievers. 







Signing up for Team Jesus in AD50 
resulted in the same cultural rejection 
as it does now.  Jesus told His 
disciples – “if the world hates you, 
keep in mind that it hated me first.” 
John 15:18  Nothing in the Gospels 
gives any indication that there will be 
a blanket acceptance of Jesus and His 
message – it’s just the opposite.







3 I want you to swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the 
God of earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the 
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am living, 
4 but will go to my country and my own relatives and get a 
wife for my son Isaac.” 
5 The servant asked him, “What if the woman is unwilling to 
come back with me to this land? Shall I then take your son 
back to the country you came from?” 
6 “Make sure that you do not take my son back there,” 
Abraham said. 
7 “The LORD, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my 
father’s household and my native land and who spoke to me 
and promised me on oath, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give 
this land’—he will send his angel before you so that you can 
get a wife for my son from there. 
8 And if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will 
be released from this oath; only do not take my son back 
there.” 







9 So the servant put his hand under the 
thigh of his master Abraham and swore 
an oath to him concerning this matter. 

10 Then the servant took ten of his 
master’s camels and left, taking with him 
all kinds of good things from his master. 
He set out for Aram Naharaim and made 
his way to the town of Nahor. 







11 He had the camels 
kneel down near the 
well outside the town; 
it was toward evening, 
the time the women go 
out to draw water. 













12 Then he prayed, “O LORD, God of my master Abraham, 
give me success today, and show kindness to my master 
Abraham. 

13 See, I am standing beside this spring, and the 
daughters of the know that you have shown kindness to 
my master.” townspeople are coming out to draw water. 

14 May it be that when I say to a girl, ‘Please let down 
your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, 
and I’ll water your camels too’—let her be the one you 
have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will know 
that you have shown kindness to my master.” 



15 Before he had finished praying, Rebekah 
came out with her jar on her shoulder.She was 
the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, who 
was the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor. 



Before the law was given, in the early 
days of humanity, there was a need for 
marriage between close relatives, as 
there were a limited number of human 
beings. Adam and Eve’s children married 
their siblings, by necessity. Even in 
those days, however, marriage between 
parent and child was not allowable, 
as Genesis 2:24 implies: “That is why a 
man leaves his father and mother and is 
united to his wife, and they become one 
flesh.” A man was to leave his mother, 
not marry her.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.24


It was not until humanity increased greatly 
on the earth that people no longer needed 
to intermarry among relatives. In the early 
days of humanity, the human genetic code 
was not corrupted to the extent that it is 
today. Therefore, marriages between close 
relatives carried little risk of genetic 
abnormalities in the children they produced. 
Once the human race expanded and, due to 
sin, the human genetic code grew more 
corrupt, God commanded against the 
marriage of close relatives.



16 The girl was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever lain with her. She 
went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up again. 

17 The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water 
from your jar.” 

18 “Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and 
gave him a drink. 

19 After she had given him a drink, she said, “I’ll draw water for your 
camels too, until they have finished drinking.” 

20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, ran back to the well to 
draw more water, and drew enough for all his camels. 

21 Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn whether 
or not the LORD had made his journey successful. 



22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold 
nose ring weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten 
shekels. 

23 Then he asked, “Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is 
there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?”

24 She answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that 
Milcah bore to Nahor.”

25 And she added, “We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as 
room for you to spend the night.” 

26 Then the man bowed down and worshiped the LORD, 
27 saying, “Praise be to the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, 
who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my 
master. As for me, the LORD has led me on the journey to the house 
of my master’s relatives.” 










