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Genesis Lesson 43  
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1–8  
1 There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven:  
2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a 
time to uproot,  
3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and 
a time to build,  
4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and 
a time to dance,  
 

 

 
Acts 13:36 (NIV84)  
36 “For when David had served God’s purpose in his own 
generation, he fell asleep; he was buried with his fathers 
and his body decayed.  
 

To live is Christ – to die is gain. 
 
22:20 Now it came to pass after these things that it was 
told Abraham, saying, “Indeed Milcah also has borne 
children to your brother Nahor:  
21 Huz his firstborn, Buz his brother, 
Kemuel the father of Aram,  
22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.”  
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23 And Bethuel begot Rebekah. These eight Milcah bore to 
Nahor, Abraham’s brother.  
24 His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore 
Tebah, Gaham, Thahash, and Maachah.  
 
Genesis 23 (NIV84)  
1 Sarah lived to be a hundred and twenty-seven years old.  
 
Psalm 139:15–16 (NIV84)  
15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in 
the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths 
of the earth,  
16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained 
for me were written in your book before one of them came 
to be.  
 
Acts 17:26 (NIV84)  
26 From one man He made every nation of men, that they 
should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the 
times set for them and the exact places where they should 
live.  
 
2 She died at Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of 
Canaan,  
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and Abraham went to mourn for Sarah and to weep over 
her. 
 
In Deuteronomy 34:8, we are told that “The Israelites 
grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until 
the time of weeping and mourning was over.”  
 
The normal mourning period for a person in Jewish culture 
was seven days. 
 
Genesis 50:10 notes this as the initial mourning period 
for Jacob: “When they reached the threshing floor of Atad, 
near the Jordan, they lamented loudly and bitterly; and 
there Joseph observed a seven-day period of mourning for 
his father.”  
 
For a great or well-known person, a longer mourning 
period may have been common.  
 
When Aaron died, mourning also lasted for thirty days 
(Numbers 20:29). 
 
It is uncertain what specific mourning practices were in 
place at the time Moses died, but Judaism includes 
elaborate practices of mourning the loss of a loved one.  
 
Jewish mourning periods have traditionally included the 
practice of the rending or tearing one’s garments, an act 
called keriah. 
 
Jewish law requires a person to be buried the same day as 
his or her death, and then a seven-day mourning period 
commences.  
 
A special meal of condolence is provided after the burial. 
Mourners remain in the house of mourning with friends 
and family throughout the week. Prayers are offered, and 
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readings from the Torah are shared. Memorial candles are 
often lit.  
 
Traditional grooming stops, as do marital relations, 
entertainment, and regular study. In some cases, 
mourners wait thirty days before cutting their hair. 
 
The Jewish mourning period traditionally featured 
professional mourners who would play instruments and 
chant dirges.  
 
Rabbinical rules allowed for even the poorest person to 
have at least two flute-players provided, along with one 
mourning woman.  
 
When Jesus came to the home of the synagogue 
ruler whose daughter had just died, He found much more 
than the minimum number of mourners: there was “a 
commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly” (Mark 
5:38). 
 
Mourning sometimes included shaving one’s head or 
putting ashes or dust on the head, in addition to rending 
garments. These actions communicated to everyone that 
the person was in a mourning period. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–14 (NLT)  
13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to 
know what will happen to the believers who have died so 
you will not grieve like people who have no hope.  

“You see, the death and the burial and the resurrection of 
Jesus happened over three days. Friday was the day of 
suffering and pain and agony. Saturday was the day of 
doubt and confusion and misery. But Easter—that Sunday—
was the day of hope and joy and victory. 
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“And here's the fact of life: you will face these three days 
over and over and over in your lifetime. And when you do, 
you'll find yourself asking—as I did—three fundamental 
questions. Number one, ‘What do I do in my days of pain?’ 
Two, ‘How do I get through my days of doubt and 
confusion?’ Three, ‘How do I get to the days of joy and 
victory?’ 

“The answer is Easter. The answer … is Easter. 

 
3 Then Abraham rose 
 
Ecc. 7:10 Do not say, “Why were the old days better than 
these?” For it is not wise to ask such questions." 
 

 
 
3 Then Abraham rose from beside his dead wife and spoke 
to the Hittites. He said,  
4 “I am an alien and a stranger among you. Sell me some 
property for a burial site here so I can bury my dead.”  
 
Hebrews 11: 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to go out to the place which he would receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was 
going.  
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9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign 
country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs 
with him of the same promise;  
10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God.  

 
Hebrews 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received 
the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured 
of them, embraced them and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  

     
 
5 The Hittites replied to Abraham,  
6 “Sir, listen to us. You are a mighty prince among us. Bury 
your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will 
refuse you his tomb for burying your dead.”  
7 Then Abraham rose and bowed down before the people 
of the land, the Hittites.  
8 He said to them, “If you are willing to let me bury my 
dead, then listen to me and intercede with Ephron son of 
Zohar on my behalf  
9 so he will sell me the cave of Machpelah, which belongs 
to him and is at the end of his field. Ask him to sell it to me 
for the full price as a burial site among you.”  
10 Ephron the Hittite was sitting among his people and he 
replied to Abraham in the hearing of all the Hittites who 
had come to the gate of his city.  
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11 “No, my lord,” he said. “Listen to me; I give you the 
field, and I give you the cave that is in it. I give it to you in 
the presence of my people. Bury your dead.”  
12 Again Abraham bowed down before the people of the 
land  
13 and he said to Ephron in their hearing, “Listen to me, if 
you will. I will pay the price of the field. Accept it from me 
so I can bury my dead there.”  
14 Ephron answered Abraham,  
15 “Listen to me, my lord; the land is worth four hundred 
shekels of silver, but what is that between me and you? 
Bury your dead.”  
16 Abraham agreed to Ephron’s terms and weighed out for 
him the price he had named in the hearing of the Hittites: 
four hundred shekels of silver, according to the weight 
current among the merchants.  
17 So Ephron’s field in Machpelah near Mamre—both the 
field and the cave in it, and all the trees within the borders 
of the field—was deeded  
18 to Abraham as his property in the presence of all the 
Hittites who had come to the gate of the city.  
19 Afterward Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave in 
the field of Machpelah near Mamre (which is at Hebron) in 
the land of Canaan.  
20 So the field and the cave in it were deeded to Abraham 
by the Hittites as a burial site.  
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“When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given 
in marriage. In this respect they will be like the angels in 
heaven.” (Mt. 22:30) 
 

 
1 Corinthians 7:39 (NKJV)  
39 A wife is bound by law as long as her husband lives; but 
if her husband dies, she is at liberty to be married to whom 
she wishes, only in the Lord.  
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Genesis 25:1–6 (NIV84)  
1 Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah.  
2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak 
and Shuah.  
5 Abraham left everything he owned to Isaac.  
 
6 But while he was still living, he gave gifts to the sons of 
his concubines and sent them away from his son Isaac to 
the land of the east. 
 

 
Proverbs 11:14 (NKJV)  
14 Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the 
multitude of counselors there is safety.  
 
Proverbs 15:22 (NKJV)  
22 Without counsel, plans go awry, But in the multitude of 
counselors they are established.  
 
Proverbs 24:6 (NKJV)  
6 For by wise counsel you will wage your own war, And in 
a multitude of counselors there is safety.  
 
Genesis 17:5 (NKJV)  
5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of 
many nations.  
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