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Genesis Lesson 42  

  
 
 
Genesis 21:22 And it came to pass at that time that Abimelech 
and Phichol, the commander of his army, spoke to 
Abraham, saying, “God is with you in all that you 
do. 23 Now therefore, swear to me by God that you will not 
deal falsely with me, with my offspring, or with my 
posterity;  
 
Even if you blow it before people, over time you can outlive 
your critics. Just show them that the Lord is with you. Just 
show by a consistency over time as they observe you. You 
know, I've been watching you. I think I've had you wrong. 
I think God really is with you. So rather than Abraham 
trying to make it all better and fix it and promote himself 
and argue about how really good he was at heart and 
really didn't mean all that, he just let it go. And over time, 
Abimelech recognized that. 
 
23 Now therefore, swear to me by God that you will not deal 
falsely with me, with my offspring, or with my 
posterity; but that according to the kindness that I have 
done to you, you will do to me and to the land in which you 
have dwelt.” 

24 And Abraham said, “I will swear.” 

25 Then Abraham rebuked Abimelech because of a well of 
water which Abimelech’s servants had seized. 26 And 
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Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; 
you did not tell me, nor had I heard of it until today.” 27 So 
Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to 
Abimelech, and the two of them made a covenant. 28 And 
Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves. 

29 Then Abimelech asked Abraham, “What is the meaning 
of these seven ewe lambs which you have set by 
themselves?” 

30 And he said, “You will take these seven ewe lambs from 
my hand, that they may be my witness that I have dug this 
well.” 31 Therefore he called that place Beersheba, because 
the two of them swore an oath there. 

32 Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba. So Abimelech 
rose with Phichol, the commander of his army, and they 
returned to the land of the 
Philistines. 33 Then Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in 
Beersheba, and there called on the name of the Lord, the 
Everlasting God. 34 And Abraham stayed in the land of the 
Philistines many days. 
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We can't always tell the difference. And that bothers some 
people because they want to say, well, the devil's really 
after me.  

Well, is that the devil or could it be the Lord is developing 
something?  

So does it really matter?  

Absolutely not. It doesn't matter.  

Because you handle it exactly the same way, whether 
you're being tempted by the devil or tested by the Lord.  

Example: when Joseph was sold into Egypt and he went 
into Potiphar's house as a slave and he went to prison and 
all of that had happened, was that the devil or was that the 
Lord?  

Well, there's a case that could be made that it was the 
devil. I mean, after all, the brothers could have been 
instruments of the enemy to really bring him down and 
destroy his life.  

However, it didn't really matter in the end because Joseph 
said to his brothers, ‘As for you, you meant it for evil but 
God meant it for good to save many people as it is this 
day.'  

So whether it was from the devil or from the Lord or both, 

So how do you treat it? You treat it by 
recognizing God is sovereign, the Romans 8:28 principal: 
all things, all things, all things work together for good to 
those who love God.  
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Deuteronomy 8:2 (NKJV)  
2 And you shall remember that the LORD your God led you 
all the way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble 
you and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether 
you would keep His commandments or not.  
 
James 1:13–14 (NKJV)  
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by 
God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He 
Himself tempt anyone.   
 
Genesis 22  
1 Now it came to pass  

 
after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to 
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 Then He said, 
“Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 
you.”  
 

  
 
Mount Moriah is the name of the elongated north-south stretch of land 
lying between Kidron Valley and "Hagai" Valley, between Mount Zion to 
the west and the Mount of Olives to the east. 
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2 Chronicles 3:1 (NKJV)  
1 Now Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at 
Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the LORD had appeared 
to his father David, at the place that David had prepared 
on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.  
 

 
 
3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his 
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 
Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, 
and arose and went to the place of which God had told 
him.  
 

 
 
4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw 
the place afar off.  
5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we 
will come back to you.”  
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6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid 
it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a 
knife, and the two of them went together.  
7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, 
“Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering?”  
 
8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went 
together.  
 

    
 

    
 

   
 
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. 
And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in 
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order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the 
altar, upon the wood.  
 

 
 
10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife 
to slay his son.  
11 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.”  
12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do 
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since 
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 
13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there 
behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So 
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a 
burnt offering instead of his son.  
14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-
Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the 
LORD it shall be provided.”  
15 Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second 
time out of heaven,  
16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, 
because you have done this thing, and have not withheld 
your son, your only son—  
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16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, 
because you have done this thing, and have not withheld 
your son, your only son—  
17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply 
your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the 
sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall 
possess the gate of their enemies.  
18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”  
 

   
The story is told of a group of women that met for Bible Study. 
While studying in the book of Malachi, chapter three, they came 
across verse three which says: “He will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver.” This verse puzzled the women and they wondered how 
this statement applied to the character and nature of God. One of 
the women offered to find out more about the process of refining 
silver, and to get back to the group at their next Bible study. 

The following week, the woman called up a silversmith and made 
an appointment to watch him while at work. She didn’t mention 
anything about the reason for her interest, beyond her curiosity 
about the process of refining silver. 

As she watched the silversmith work, he held a piece of silver over 
the fire and let it heat up. He explained that in refining silver, one 
needed to hold the silver in the middle of the fire, where the 
flames were the hottest as to burn away all the impurities. 
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The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot, then 
she thought again about the verse, that “He sits as a refiner and 
purifier of silver.” 

She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there in 
front of the fire the entire time the silver was being refined. The 
man answered yes, that not only did he have to sit there holding 
the silver, but he had to keep his eyes on it the entire time it was 
in the fire. If the silver was left even a moment too long in the 
flames, it would be destroyed. 

The woman was silent for a moment. The she asked the 
silversmith, “But how do you know when the silver is fully 
refined?” 

He smiled at her and answered, “Oh, that’s easy - when I see my 
image in it.” 
 
“Mom, if we were given the waiver and my case was 
scheduled for a clemency hearing, we might have thought 
it was because we had the best attorney or we might have 
thought it was because we had the favor of politicians. 
 
 “The way this happened, we know the ONLY way I’ll ever 
walk in freedom again in this lifetime is when God says 
I’ve served enough time and I can help Him more outside 
the razor wire than I can on the inside.  And if that never 
happens on this earth, we need to realize life is short and 
we’ll all walk in freedom in heaven very soon.” 
 
Romans 5:3–5  
3 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  
4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.  
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5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has 
poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he has given us. 
 

 
19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose 
and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at 
Beersheba. 
 
 


