
Genesis Lesson 41 Handout 

  
 
Frederick the Great of Prussia was a staunch Lutheran, a 
very religious man.  
 
But he began to read after Voltaire, the French writer and 
skeptic, and he began to doubt his Christian faith.  
 
He was being tormented by doubt, and he called in one of 
his court chaplains and said, ''Forget your philosophy, and 
forget your theology; I want you to give me just one piece 
of firm proof that there is a God, and that the Bible is the 
Word of God.”  
 
That court chaplain simply replied, ''The Jew Sire, the 
Jew.''  
 
If you ever begin to doubt the person of God, or the power 
of God, or the promises of God, I would invite you simply 
to look at the Jew.  
 
If you want to know how the hand of God is moving in 
history, there are two things you need to watch: a people 
and a place. The people are the Jews, and the place is  
Israel. 
 
You see, Israel is to the world what the sun is to the 
planets. Just as surely as the planets revolve around the 
sun, the nations of this world revolve around Israel. 
 



Israel is the geographical center of the world. Ezekiel 5:5 
says, ''Thus says the Lord God: 'This is Jerusalem; I have 
set her in the midst of the nations and the countries all 
around her.''' At this tiny nation three great continents: 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, meet together. 
 
It is the spiritual center of the world. It is here that the 
greatest person of human history, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
was born, lived, died, arose, ascended, and it is here that 
one day Jesus will return to rule and to reign over this 
earth.  
 
It is the prophetical center of the world. If you want to 
know what time it is on God's clock, look at Israel. If you 
want to know what day it is on God's calendar, look at 
Israel.  
 
If you want to know what degree it is on God's 
thermometer, look at Israel.  
 

  
 

     
 



   
 
Genesis 21  
1 Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and 
the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised.  
2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his 
old age, at the very time God had promised him.  
 

 
 
3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore 
him.  
4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham 
circumcised him, as God commanded him.  
5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac 
was born to him.  
 
 
6 Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone 
who hears about this will laugh with me.”  
7 And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that 
Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in 
his old age.” 
 



8 The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac 
was weaned Abraham held a great feast.  
 
9 But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian 
had borne to Abraham was mocking, 
 
10 and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman 
and her son, for that slave woman’s son will never share in 
the inheritance with my son Isaac.”  
 
11 The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it 
concerned his son.  
 
12 But God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the 
boy and your maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah tells 
you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be 
reckoned.  

 
 
13 I will make the son of the maidservant into a nation 
also, because he is your offspring.”  
 

   
 



Genesis 16:11 The angel of the LORD also said to her: “You 
are now with child and you will have a son. You shall name 
him Ishmael, for the LORD has heard of your misery.  
12 He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be 
against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he 
will live in hostility toward all his brothers.”  
 
Genesis 21:14 Early the next morning Abraham took some 
food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set 
them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. 
She went on her way and wandered in the desert of 
Beersheba.  
 
15 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy 
under one of the bushes.  
 
16 Then she went off and sat down nearby, about a 
bowshot away, for she thought, “I cannot watch the boy 
die.” And as she sat there nearby, she began to sob.  
 

     
 
Philippians 1:6  
6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work 
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.  
 
Romans 8:28  
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.  



 
Psalm 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in 
want.  
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and 
your staff, they comfort me.  
 
Genesis 21:17 God heard the boy crying, and the angel of 
God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is 
the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the 
boy crying as he lies there.  
 
18 Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will 
make him into a great nation.”  
 
19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. 
So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the 
boy a drink.  
 
Chuck Swindoll: 
 
The spring had been there all along, but when you’re in the 
middle of a mess, you don’t see relief…you won’t see a lot 
of things.  You don’t see the water.  You can’t see past 
your own misery. 
 
So the Lord opened Hagar’s eyes.  He sharpened her 
perception to see what she had been missing and what she 
needed so badly. 
 
I think so often we focus so much on the bad that is 
happening to us 
 
That we need our spiritual eyes sharpened so we can see 
God. 
 



If you look at this story from an earthly point of view it 
would seem that this was all Sarah's wishes being carried 
out.  
 
But if you look at this story from a Heavenly point of view 
this was actually God's will being carried out. 
 
You see, Sarah may have appointed Hagar to leave, but it 
was God who allowed it to happen.   
 
Sarah may have ordered it, but it was God who ordained it. 
 
How that works is sometimes hard to figure out. 
 

 
 
20 God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the 
desert and became an archer.  
 
21 While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother 
got a wife for him from Egypt.  
 

 
 



  
 
Psalm 103:12  As far as the east is from the west, so far 
has He removed our transgressions from us. 
 
Chuck Swindoll - I have never held up my marriage to 
Cynthia as ideal.  When people ask me, “How’s your 
marriage?” I say “We’ll soon have been married sixty 
years, and it’s reasonably good.”  I’ve learned not to say 
“Fantastic” because it isn’t.  After all, look at who she’ 
married to!  I’m nowhere near perfect and neither is she.  
We still have disagreements that drive each of us crazy.   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 


