
Genesis Lesson 34  
 

 
Genesis 16  
1 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But 
she had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar;  
2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having 
children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can 
build a family through her.” Abram agreed to what Sarai 
said.  
3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, 
Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar and 
gave her to her husband to be his wife.  
4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew 
she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress.  
 
5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible for the 
wrong I am suffering. I put my servant in your arms, and 
now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May 
the LORD judge between you and me.”  
6 “Your servant is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with 
her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai mistreated 
Hagar; so she fled from her.  
 

 
 
7 The angel of the LORD found Hagar near a spring in the 
desert;  
 



Matthew 18:12 “What do you think? If a man owns a 
hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not 
leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one 
that wandered off?  
13 And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier 
about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did 
not wander off.  
14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing 
that any of these little ones should be lost.  
 
it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur.  
 

 
 
8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai,  
where have you come from, and where are you going?” 
 

 
 
As a result of his experience as a convicted felon, Colson 
founded Prison Fellowship, now the world’s largest 
Christian outreach to prisoners and their families.  



 
Prison Fellowship has more than 50,000 volunteers 
working in hundreds of prisons in 88 countries around the 
world.  
 
A ministry that has blessed millions of people got started 
twenty-five years ago because Charles Colson committed a 
crime.  
 
God’s eternal purposes for that man included even the sin 
that sent him to prison.  
 

 
 
8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, 
 
where have you come from, and where are you going?” 
 
“I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered. 
 
9 Then the angel of the LORD told her, “Go back to your 
mistress and submit to her.”  
 
Genesis 17:4 (NIV84)  
4 …you will be the father of many nations.  
 
10 The angel added, “I will so increase your descendants 
that they will be too numerous to count.”  
 
11 The angel of the LORD also said to her: “You are now 
with child and you will have a son. You shall name him 
Ishmael, for the LORD has heard of your misery.  
 



Genesis 16:12 He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand 
will be against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, 
and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.”  
 
Genesis 16:12 NASB “He will be a wild donkey of a man, 
his hand will be against everyone, and everyone’s hand 
will be against him; and he will live to the east of all his 
brothers.”  
 

 
I was sexually, mentally, emotionally and verbally abused 
by my father as far back as I can remember until I left 
home at the age of eighteen.  
 
He did many terrible things…some which are too 
distasteful for me to talk about publicly.  
 
But I want to share my testimony because so many people 
have been hurt, and they need to realize that someone has 
made it through their struggles so they can have hope. 
 
More than anything, I want you to know and really 
understand that anyone who has been abused can fully 
recover if they will give their life completely to Jesus. 

Abuse is defined as “to be misused, used improperly or to 
be wasted; to use in such a way as to cause harm or 
damage; to be treated cruelly.”  



Any time we are misused or used for a purpose other than 
what God intended, it’s damaging. And I realize many 
people can relate to this. For some of you reading this 
article, I’m just telling your story. You know what it’s like 
to live with a terrible, shameful secret that is eating you 
alive. 
 
My father was a mean, controlling and manipulative 
person for most of his life. He was unpredictable and 
unstable.  

As a result, the atmosphere of our home was super-
charged with fear because you never knew if what you did 
would make him mad or not. 
 
We always did what he wanted to do, when he wanted to 
do it.  

We watched what he wanted to watch on TV, went to bed 
when he went to bed, got up when he got up, and ate the 
meals he wanted us to eat…everything in our home was 
determined by his moods and what he wanted. 
 
The sexual abuse started when I was very young, and 
when he decided I was mature enough, he took things 
even further.  

From this point until I was eighteen, he raped me at least 
once a week. My father, whom I was supposed to be able 
to trust and who was supposed to keep me safe, was the 
person I came to fear the most. 
 
More than anything, I want you to know and really 
understand that anyone who has been abused can fully 
recover if they will give their life completely to Jesus. 

You may be wondering, Joyce, where was God in all of 
this?  



He was there. He didn’t get me out of the situation when I 
was a child, but He did give me the strength to get through 
it. It’s true my father abused me and didn’t love and 
protect me the way he should have, and at times it seemed 
no one would ever help me and it would never end. 
 
But God always had a plan for my life, and He has 
redeemed me. He has taken what Satan meant for harm 
and turned it into something good (see Romans 8:28). 
 

 
Genesis 50:20 You intended to harm me, but God intended 
it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives.  
 
13 She gave this name to the LORD who spoke to her: “You 
are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen 
the One who sees me.” 
 

   

 
 



14 That is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still 
there, between Kadesh and Bered.  
 

  
 
15 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name 
Ishmael to the son she had borne.  
 

 
 
16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him 
Ishmael.  
 
 
 


