Genesis Lesson 31 Handout
Trusting God to do what we can’t
Think of that person who hurt you.
Think of that person who is making really bad choices
And ask yourself this: If they were in trouble – would I go help them?
Today we will see Abraham rescue his wayward nephew Lot
And in that process we will be reminded that we are supposed to do what we can
And our powerful God will take care of the rest.

Genesis 14 (NIV84)
1 And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of
Shinar,
Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam
and Tidal king of Goiim

2 went to war against Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of
Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).

3 All these latter kings joined forces in the Valley of Siddim
(the Salt Sea).
4 For twelve years they had been subject to Chedorlaomer
but in the thirteenth year they rebelled.
On the surface, this war is merely an international power
struggle to control a strategic commercial land bridge
between Mesopotamia and Egypt.
Whoever controlled this land bridge maintained a
monopoly on international trade.
The King's Highway was the most important north-south
Biblical trading route that existed east of the Jordan
River and the Dead Sea.
Caravans conveyed spices, perfumes, precious stones,
cattle and other goods from the Arabian Peninsula along
this route (1Kings 10:2, Ezekiel 27:21).

Important minerals such as copper and iron (Deuteronomy
8:9), mined between the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba,
were also transported along this ancient thoroughfare.
Sodom and Gomorrah were important trading centers on
the north-south route along the Jordan
Valley linking Edom and Arabia in the south
to Damascus and Mesopotamia in the north.
Like many cities crowded with numerous foreign
merchants and businessmen, it was a notorious place of
loose morals and decadence.
Its reputation as the ‘Sin City’ of its day has lived on long
after its own destruction.
5 In the fourteenth year, Chedorlaomer and the kings
allied with him went out and defeated the Rephaites in
Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites in Ham, the Emites in
Shaveh Kiriathaim
6 and the Horites in the hill country of Seir, as far as El
Paran near the desert.
7 Then they turned back and went to En Mishpat (that is,
Kadesh), and they conquered the whole territory of the
Amalekites, as well as the Amorites who were living in
Hazazon Tamar.
8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king
of Admah, the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is,
Zoar) marched out and drew up their battle lines in the
Valley of Siddim
9 against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim,
Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar—four
kings against five.
10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits,

and when the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some of
the men fell into them and the rest fled to the hills.
11 The four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and
Gomorrah and all their food; then they went away.
12 They also carried off Abram’s nephew Lot and his
possessions, since he was living in Sodom.

13 One who had escaped came and reported this to Abram
the Hebrew. Now Abram was living near the great trees of
Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshcol and Aner, all of
whom were allied with Abram.
14 When Abram heard that his relative had been taken
captive, he called out the 318 trained men born in his
household and went in pursuit as far as Dan.

Proverbs 21:31 (NKJV)
31 The horse is prepared for the day of battle, but
deliverance is of the LORD.

Isaiah 41:10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Deut. 31:8 The LORD himself goes before you and will be
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not
be afraid; do not be discouraged.”

15 During the night Abram divided his men to attack them
and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north
of Damascus.

16 He recovered all the goods and brought back his
relative Lot and his possessions, together with the women
and the other people.

Judges 7
2 The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too
many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest
Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’
3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying,
‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and
hurry away from Mount Gilead.’ ” Then 22,000 of the
people returned, and 10,000 remained.
4 And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too
many. Take them down to the water, and I will test them
for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one
shall go with you,’ shall go with you, and anyone of whom
I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ shall not go.”
5 So he brought the people down to the water. And the
LORD said to Gideon, “Every one who laps the water with

his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself.
Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink.”
6 And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands
to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the
people knelt down to drink water.
7 And the LORD said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who
lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your
hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.”

17 After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and
the kings allied with him,

Proverbs 27:21 (NIV84)
21 The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but man
is tested by the praise he receives.

17 After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and
the kings allied with him,
the king of Sodom
came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the
King’s Valley).
18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine.

Psalm 76:2 (NIV84)
2 His tent is in Salem, his dwelling place in Zion.
18- He was priest of God Most High,
Psalm 110:1–4
4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind: “You
are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”
Genesis is filled with genealogies, but for Melchizedek
there is no record of his lineage, before or after.
Melchizedek was a priest in an order that had no
beginning; because Jesus is the order’s greatest priest, it
will also never end. The great news found here is that
Jesus is not a Levitical priest for the Israelites, but a priest
of the order of Melchizedek – meaning he is a priest for all.

Hebrews 7:1–4 (NKJV)
1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most
High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter
of the kings and blessed him,
2 to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first
being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also
king of Salem, meaning “king of peace,”
3 without father, without mother, without genealogy,
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made
like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.
4 Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the
patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils.
18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and
wine.

He was priest of God Most High, 19 and he blessed Abram,
saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of
heaven and earth. 20 And blessed be God Most High, who
delivered your enemies into your hand.”
Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.
21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people
and keep the goods for yourself.”
22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my
hand to the LORD, God Most High, Creator of heaven and
earth, and have taken an oath
23 that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a
thread or the thong of a sandal, so that you will never be
able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’
24 I will accept nothing but what my men have eaten and
the share that belongs to the men who went with me—to
Aner, Eshcol and Mamre. Let them have their share.”

