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11:26 Now Terah lived seventy years, and begot Abram, 
Nahor, and Haran.  
 

 
 
27 This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah begot Abram, 
Nahor, and Haran. Haran begot Lot.  
 
28 And Haran died before his father Terah in his native 
land, in Ur of the Chaldeans.  
 



  
 
An ancient walled city it was an advanced civilization again 
the archaeological discoveries have revealed advanced 
advancements and musical instruments and in crafts there 
was a university there with a giant library they specialized 
in astronomy and in mathematics an advanced culture but 
at the same time it was one of the centers of idolatry and  
idol worship.  In the center of that town was a huge 
temple and a ziggurat or a tower like the Tower of Babel 
that stretched up into heaven there was a lot of 
different gods and goddesses that were worshipped in or 
of the Chaldeans. 
 
Joshua 24:  
2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the 
God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your forefathers, including 
Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the 
River and worshiped other gods.  
 

   
 
 



29 Then Abram and Nahor took wives: the name of 
Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, 
Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and the 
father of Iscah.  
30 But Sarai was barren; she had no child.  
31 And Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the 
son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son 
Abram’s wife, and they went out with them from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to 
Haran and dwelt there.  
 
Acts 7:1–2 (NIV84)  
1 Then the high priest asked him, “Are these charges 
true?”  
2 To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! 
The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham while he 
was still in Mesopotamia, (Ur) (Mesopotamia could have 
been the one in Southern Iraq or Southern Turkey) before 
he lived in Haran.  
 

 
 
32 So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years, 
and Terah died in Haran.  
 

 



 

   
Genesis 12 (NKJV)  
1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your 
country, from your family and from your father’s house, to 
a land that I will show you.  
 

  
 
Pastor and Author Mark Batterson: 

The primary reason most of us don't see God moving is 
simply because we aren't moving. If you want to see God 
move, you need to make a move!  

I learned this lesson in dramatic fashion during the first 
year at National Community Church.  
 
We had been praying for a drummer to join our worship 
team for months, but I felt like I needed to put some feet 
on my faith, so I went out and bought a four-hundred-
dollar drum set.  
 
It was a Field of Dreams moment: if you buy it, they will 
come.  



 
I bought the drum set on a Thursday. Our first drummer 
showed up the next Sunday. And he was good. He was 
actually part of the United States Marine Drum and Bugle 
Corps. 
I cannot promise that signs will follow your faith in three 
minutes or three hours or three days. But when you take a 
step of faith, signs will follow. 

 God will sanctify your expectations, and you will begin to 
live your life with holy anticipation. You won't be able to 
wait to see what God is going to do next. 

2 I will make you a great nation;  

I had the meanest parents in all the world. When I was 
seven years old they dared to spank me just because I told 
them I would not do what they asked me to do to help 
around the house. My friend next door never got spanked. 
He didn't have to help at home. He had nice parents. 

I had the meanest parents. I had to eat all my broccoli and 
carrots before they would ever let me have dessert. My 
friend next door never had to eat vegetables. He had fast 
food brought in with burgers and shakes and brownies 
with all kinds of ice cream. 

I had the meanest parents. They made me go to church 
every Sunday as long as I lived under their roof, sit there 
in that boring worship service. My friend next door could 
do as he pleased. He never went to church. Sunday was a 
fun day for him. 

I had the meanest parents. They made me work for my 
allowance. I had to get a job helping an elderly old man 
with chores around his house. My friend next door never 
had to do anything and he was given four times as much 
allowance as I could ever earn. He had nice parents. 



I had the meanest parents. When I turned sixteen, they 
made me earn points before I could drive the family car. 
My friend next door was given a brand new luxury 
automobile. My folks had bought an old jalopy for me to 
get back and forth to school, but you think I'd drive that 
hunk of junk and park it beside those Jeep Wagoneers, 
BMWs, Buicks and Mercedes? My friend had it made. 

Or so I once thought, but, when we reached age thirty, I 
had a change in perspective. I had learned that my parents 
were not so mean after all.  

I was experiencing: the pleasure of work, the reward of 
recreation, the strength of a healthy body, the bonds of a 
strong marriage, the inward confidence that comes from 
faith and the wonderful supportive fellowship that comes 
from the Church as a community of believers. 

As for my friend, things were not going so well: he was not 
finding his niche in the workplace, nothing seemed to 
satisfy him, he was having difficulty getting along with 
people who were not willing to do everything just as he 
thought he knew it ought to be done, his marriage had not 
lasted even two years, his body was getting out of shape, 
and he evidenced a cynical outlook without any under-
girding that comes from the assurance of faith. 

Erma came to understand that obedience to her parents 
ways instilled in her lasting, life giving values. "If you love 
me, obey..." Obedience. 
 

 



 
63 BC 

The Romans conquer Judea.  

37 BC  

King Herod assumes the throne, and rebuilds the Second 
Temple. 

Jesus 

c. AD 30  

The crucifixion of Christ. 

66  

The Jews revolt against Rome; the Romans recapture 
Jerusalem after a long siege and destroy the Temple. 

132  

Bar Kochba’s revolt against the Romans fails, and most of 
the Jews go into exile. 

637  

Fired by the new religion of Islam, Muslim armies conquer 
Jerusalem. 

691  

The Dome of the Rock is built on the Temple Mount. 

1099 

The Crusaders establish the Kingdom of Jerusalem. 

1260  



Mamelukes take control of the Holy Land. 

 
1799  

Napoleon occupies parts of the Holy Land.  

1917–18  

The British capture Palestine and publish the Balfour 
Declaration favoring “the establishment in Palestine of a 
national home for the Jewish people.” 

 

1948  

David Ben Gurion proclaims the State of Israel and 
becomes first prime minister. 

1967  

Israel captures East Jerusalem, the West Bank, Gaza, the 
Sinai, and the Golan Heights during the Six Day War. 

 

Year Jewish Population Year Jewish Population 

1654 25 1937 4,641,000-
4,831,180 

1700 200-300 1940 4,770,000-
4,975,000 



1776 1,000-2,500 1950 4,500,000-
5,000,000 

1790 1,243-3,000 1960 5,367,000-
5,531,500 

1800 2,000-2,500 1970 5,370,000-
6,000,000 

1820 2,650-5,000 1980 5,500,000-
5,920,890 

1826 6,000 1992 5,828,000 

1830 4,000-6,000 2009 6,544,000 

1840 15,000 2011 6,588,065 

1848 50,000 2012 6,721,680 

1850 50,000-100,000 2013 6,721,965 

1860 150,000-200,000 2014 6,769,000 

1870 200,000 2015 7,160,000 

1880 230,000-280,000 2016 6,856,304 



1890 400,000-475,000 2017 6,850,865 

1900 937,800-1,058,135 2018 6,925,475 

1910 1,508,000-
2,349,754 2019 6,968,600 

1920 3,300,000-
3,604,580 2020 7,153,065 

1927 4,228,029 2021 7,300,000 

 

 
Zechariah 14:4 (NASB95)  
4 In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, 
which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount 
of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a 
very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move 
toward the north and the other half toward the south.  
 
2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make 
your name great;  
 
and you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless 
you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  
 
4 So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and 
Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he departed from Haran.   
 



“I will tell you what a tragedy is. I will show you how to 
waste your life. Consider a story from the February 1998 
edition of Reader’s Digest, which tells about a couple who 
“took early retirement from their jobs in the Northeast five 
years ago when he was 59 and she was 51. Now they live 
in Punta Gorda, Florida, where they cruise on their 30 foot 
trawler, play softball and collect shells.” 

At first, when I read it I thought it might be a joke. A spoof 
on the American Dream. But it wasn’t. Tragically, this was 
the dream: Come to the end of your life—your one and only 
precious, God-given life—and let the last great work of 
your life, before you give an account to your Creator, be 
this: playing softball and collecting shells. 

Picture them before Christ at the great day of judgment: 
‘Look, Lord. See my shells.’ That is a tragedy. And people 
today are spending billions of dollars to persuade you to 
embrace that tragic dream. Over against that, I put my 
protest: Don’t buy it. Don’t waste your life.” 
 
 
 
 
 


