
Genesis Lesson 15  
 
Genesis 6:15 (NIV84)  
15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet 
long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high.  
 
Gen 6:16 You shall make a window for the ark, and you 
shall finish it to a cubit from above;  and set the door of 
the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, 
and third decks. 
 

      
 
To be consumed with all the “what ifs” and worries and 
then to be able to turn to the Bible and renew our minds 
with His truth brought such joy, peace and understanding.    
It would be so painfully beautiful. And still is. 
 
We’d be lying if we said our hearts aren’t broken.  Every 
time we see other parents enjoying their children , it is a 
stinging reminder of our sweet Joselyn.   
 
It is so very hard to express our pain, especially to friends 
who may not understand that our grieving process takes 
time, sometimes much longer than we had even expected. 
 
  We know what the Bible says, and that brings us such 
hope and peace, but sometimes it takes a little longer than 
we’d like for the message to mend our broken hearts. 
 



 
 
These two words have become the life raft we cling to 
when the waters of pain are so deep we cannot swim.  His 
grace is sufficient in our greatest times of weakness.  That 
is a promise we hold on to each day. 
 

   
 
Romans 8:28 (NKJV)  
28 And we know that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are the called according 
to His purpose.  

 
 
2 Corinthians 1:3–4 (NIV84)  
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort,  
4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can 
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves have received from God.  
 



      
 

 
 
Romans 12:2 (NIV84)  
2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world,  
 

 
James 1:2 (NIV84)  
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds,  
3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops 
perseverance.  
 

 
 
“We get to the game and we of course don’t know what 
field so we stop at the Stars information booth and asked 
them what field Titus is playing on.  So they ask us what 
team he is on.  Of course we don’t know. So we ask Titus 
and he says he doesn’t know.  So they ask us what grade 



he is in.  Rob and look at each other like “I wonder what 
grade he is in.  Second grade?  6th grade?  9th grade?”  So I 
looked at Rob and said – “The kids are so lucky to have Jan 
and Vern as their good grandparents”.   
 

    

   
 
Genesis 6 17 “Understand that I am bringing a flood—
floodwaters on the earth to destroy every creature under 
heaven with the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will 
die. 18 But I will establish My covenant with you, and you 
will enter the ark with your sons, your wife, and your sons’ 
wives. 19 You are also to bring into the ark two of all the 
living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with 
you.  20 Two of everything—from the birds according to 
their kinds, from the livestock according to their kinds, and 
from the animals that crawl on the ground according to 
their kinds—will come to you so that you can keep them 
alive. 21 Take with you every kind of food that is eaten; 
gather it as food for you and for them.” 22 And Noah did 
this. He did everything that God had commanded him.  
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Which animals boarded the Ark with Noah? Did any of 

them fail to make it? Could millions of animals really have 



squished themselves in Noah’s ship for a yearlong voyage 

in the rough and open seas? 
Though Genesis 6–7 do not enumerate the creatures on 
the Ark with Noah, these chapters give us clues to their 
silhouettes. 
20 Two of everything—from the birds according to their 
kinds, 

What Does Min Mean? 

The most important Scriptural clue stems from the Hebrew 

word min, which English Bibles typically translate as kind.  
 
Back then, individuals within kinds would have been 
reproductively compatible with each other.  
 
Today, if two individuals can produce offspring, this would 
suggest that they’re part of the same kind. 
 
Furthermore, even if two individuals are classified as 
separate species,  the production of offspring by the 
hybridization – (crossbreeding) of these two species would 
argue that they belong to the same kind. 
 

 
The Felidae. Image by LittleJerry, via Wikimedia Commons. 
 



The cat kind represented on board the Ark probably didn’t 
look like a mix of every one of these features.  

Instead, if we identify which features all cats have in 
common, we begin to form an idea of what the cats on the 
Ark might have looked like. 

tigers, lions, leopards, and ocelots were probably not 
specifically present. Instead, Noah likely took two 
representatives of the cat kind. 

Today, the number of living mammal, amphibian, reptile, 
and bird families (including the aquatic ones) is just over 
500.  

If 510 families exist in these groups today, and if this 
represents just 30% of all that ever lived, then a total of 
1,700 mammalian, amphibian, reptilian, and avian 
families once existed on earth.  
 
This number—1,700—represents an upper estimate of the 
total number of kinds that Noah took on board the Ark. 
 

  


