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D. A. Carson, a professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, used to meet with a young man from French West 
Africa for the purpose of practicing German.  
 
Sometimes they’d had enough, so they would go out for a 
meal together. He learned that this man had a wife in 
London training to be a medical doctor, while he stayed in 
Germany to learn the language.  
 
He also learned that once or twice a week this man 
disappeared into the red-light district of town to pay 
money and have his woman.  
 
Eventually he got to know this man well enough that he 
asked him what he would do if he discovered that his wife 
was doing something similar in London. 
 
“Oh,” he said, “I’d kill her.” 



 
Carson challenged him. “That’s a bit of a double standard, 
isn’t it?”  
 
Carson asked. “You told me you were raised in a mission 
school. You know that the God of the Bible does not have 
double standards like that.” 
 
The man gave Carson a bright smile and replied, “Ah, God 
is good. He’s bound to forgive us; that’s his job.”  
 
Or, as someone else put it, “God is a great forgiver; I am a 
great sinner; what a great combination!” 
 
Galatians 5:13 (HCSB)  
13 For you were called to be free, brothers; only don’t use 
this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one 
another through love.  
 

 
 
 
Galatians 5:  
14 For the entire law is fulfilled in one statement: Love 
your neighbor as yourself.  
 
 
 
 



 
Gal 5:13 For you were called to be free, brothers; only 
don’t use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
serve one another through love.  
 
 
but serve one another through love. 
 
 
Romans 6:1–14 (HCSB)  
1 What should we say then? Should we continue in sin so 
that grace may multiply?  
2 Absolutely not! How can we who died to sin still live in 
it?  
 
16 I say then, walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out 
the desire of the flesh.  
 
 

Ezekiel 36:26–27 (HCSB)  
26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within 
you; I will remove your heart of stone and give you a heart 
of flesh.  
27 I will place My Spirit within you and cause you to follow 
My statutes and carefully observe My ordinances.  
 

 
 



 
 
 
“causing you to follow My statutes” 
 

 
 
Philippians 1:6 (HCSB)  
6 I am sure of this, that He who started a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  
 

 
 
27 I will place My Spirit within you and cause you to follow 
My statutes and carefully observe My ordinances. 
 
 



1 Corinthians 3:16 (HCSB)  
16 Don’t you yourselves know that you are God’s 
sanctuary and that the Spirit of God lives in you?  
 
13 For you were called to be free, brothers; only don’t use 
this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one 
another through love.  
 
 
Matthew 22:36–40 (HCSB)  
36 “Teacher, which command in the law is the greatest?”  
37 He said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.  
38 This is the greatest and most important command.  
39 The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.  
40 All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two 
commands.”  
 
 
Daryl Dash: That’s why we need the gospel; the gospel 
gives us a new heart so that the change comes from the 
inside-out. We’re free from the law as an outward 
observance; instead, we end up with love that springs 
from our hearts from the inside-out. It’s really about a 
renovation of the heart that comes through the Spirit. 
 

17 For the flesh desires what is against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit desires what is against the flesh; these are opposed 
to each other, so that you don’t do what you want.  
 
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the 
law. 
 



 
 
19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual 
immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity,  
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of 
anger, selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions,  
21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar. I 
tell you about these things in advance—as I told you 
before—that those who practice such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God.  
 

 
 



 
 
Bruce Ware in his book Father, Son and Holy Spirit says 
this: 
 
Freedom is not what our culture tells us it is.  Freedom is 
NOT my deciding, from the urges and longings of my sinful 
nature, to do WHAT I want to do, WHEN I want to do it, 
HOW I want to do it, WITH WHOM I want to do it.  
According to the Bible, that is bondage not freedom. 
 
Keep in step with the Spirit. Stay in formation; depend 
entirely on him.  
 
This is freedom.  
 
If you want freedom in playing the piano, you practice. It’s 
the only way you can sit down at a piano and be able to 
play whatever you want.  
 
If you want a fish to be free, don’t break the aquarium and 
release the fish to the air so it can be free. It needs the 
water to be free.  
 
The same thing is true for the Christian.  
 
Freedom does not mean the absence of any restrictions. 
 
It means the right kind of restrictions.  



 
It means that we’re set free to love through the 
transforming power of the Spirit and to be changed from 
the inside out. 
 
No law, no license, but love through the Spirit.  
 
That is true Christian freedom.  
 
True freedom doesn’t mean indulging the sinful nature; it 
means changing through the Spirit’s power. 
 
2 Corinthians 13:5 (HCSB)  
5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Examine 
yourselves. Or do you yourselves not recognize that Jesus 
Christ is in you?—unless you fail the test.  
 
 
1 John 3:  
 No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed 
abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God 
 

 
 



 
 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faith,  
23 gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no 
law.  
 

 
 
24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires.  
25 Since we live by the Spirit, we must also follow the 
Spirit.  
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 


