Galatians Lesson 9

Many years ago, I was a Manager for McDonald’s and one
of my Shift Manager’s who had 6 children lived in a very
abusive situation.
Her boyfriend who lived with her and the 6 children did not
work; and he would do drugs all day while she worked.
One day she came to me at work and asked for help.
I was a Worship Pastor at a small church at the time; and I
knew a woman who ran a Battered Women’s Shelter.
I worked with this woman and we were able to get my
friend and her 6 children out of town.
The manager of the shelter and I were the only people
who knew where they had been sent; and we could not let
anyone know.
She was told to start over and never come back.
2 days later, the boyfriend showed up at McDonald’s and
threatened me if I would not tell him where she was.
In fact, he said that he had a gun and would shoot me in
the head. I still acted as I did not know what was going
on.
This went on several times to the point that the police
would frequently visit the store to check on me and the
other employees.

2 months later, my friend came into the store and asked if
I would hire her back.
I asked why she was back, and she said that her and her
boyfriend were back together and he had changed.
I plead with her to not do that; but she would not change
her mind.
I checked in her everyday at work. I would have her bring
her children to the store and make them dinner.
I would pray with them every time I had an opportunity.
About 3 weeks later, (while at work) a Police Officer came
into the store and asked me if she was there.
I got her, and we set down in the lobby and talked to the
Officer. That day, her boyfriend was high; and he burned
down the house- Only himself and 1 child got out of the
house.
She began to scream, “Why did I go back”?
Galatians 4:
8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves
to those who by nature are not gods.
9 But now that you know God—or rather are known by
God—how is it that you are turning back to those weak and
miserable principles? Do you wish to be enslaved by them
all over again?
10 You are observing special days and months and seasons
and years!
11 I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my efforts
on you.
12 I plead with you, brothers, become like me, for I
became like you. You have done me no wrong.

13 As you know, it was because of an illness that I first
preached the gospel to you.

John 16:33
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.”
13 As you know, it was because of an illness that I first
preached the gospel to you.

15 What has happened to all your joy? I can testify that, if
you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes
and given them to me.

1 Corinthians 2:1–5
1 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with
superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the
testimony of God.
2 For I determined to know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much
trembling,
4 and my message and my preaching were not in
persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power,
5 so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men,
but on the power of God.

James 1:2–4
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face
trials of many kinds,

3 because you know that the testing of your faith develops
perseverance.
4 Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be
mature and complete, not lacking anything.

13 As you know, it was because of an illness that I first
preached the gospel to you.

Philippians 3:4–8
4 although I myself might have confidence even in the
flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the
flesh, I far more:
5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a
Pharisee;
6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the
righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.
7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I
have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.

8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count
them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,
Daniel 3:16–18
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king,
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer
concerning this matter.
17 “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out
of your hand, O king.
18 “But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king,
that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the
golden image that you have set up.”

