
Backslidden Lesson 8 Handout 
 

    
 

 
 
Jeremiah 19:1–2  
1 This is what the LORD says: “Go and buy a clay jar from a 
potter. Take along some of the elders of the people and of 
the priests  
2 and go out to the Valley of Ben Hinnom, near the 
entrance of the Potsherd Gate. There proclaim the words I 
tell you,  
3 Say to them, ‘Listen to this message from the LORD, you 
kings of Judah and citizens of Jerusalem! This is what the 
LORD of Heaven’s Armies, the God of Israel, says: I will 
bring a terrible disaster on this place, and the ears of 
those who hear about it will ring!  
 
4 “ ‘For Israel has forsaken me and turned this valley into 
a place of wickedness. The people burn incense to foreign 
gods—idols never before acknowledged by this generation, 
by their ancestors, or by the kings of Judah. And they have 
filled this place with the blood of innocent children.  
 



5 They have built pagan shrines to Baal, and there they 
burn their sons as sacrifices to Baal. I have never 
commanded such a horrible deed; it never even crossed 
my mind to command such a thing!  
 
6 So beware, for the time is coming, says the LORD, when 
this garbage dump will no longer be called Topheth or the 
valley of Ben-Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter.  
 
7 “ ‘For I will upset the careful plans of Judah and 
Jerusalem. I will allow the people to be slaughtered by 
invading armies, and I will leave their dead bodies as food 
for the vultures and wild animals.  
 
8 I will reduce Jerusalem to ruins, making it a monument 
to their stupidity. All who pass by will be astonished and 
will gasp at the destruction they see there. 
 

9 I will see to it that your enemies lay siege to the city 
until all the food is gone. Then those trapped inside will 
eat their own sons and daughters and friends. They will be 
driven to utter despair.’ 
 

 
 
 
10 “As these men watch you, Jeremiah, smash the jar you 
brought.  
 



11 Then say to them, ‘This is what the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies says: As this jar lies shattered, so I will shatter the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem beyond all hope of repair. 
They will bury the bodies here in Topheth, the garbage 
dump, until there is no more room for them.  
 
12 This is what I will do to this place and its people, says 
the LORD. I will cause this city to become defiled like 
Topheth.  
 
13 Yes, all the houses in Jerusalem, including the palace of 
Judah’s kings, will become like Topheth—all the houses 
where you burned incense on the rooftops to your star 
gods, and where liquid offerings were poured out to your 
idols.’ ”  
 
14 Then Jeremiah returned from Topheth, the garbage 
dump where he had delivered this message, and he 
stopped in front of the Temple of the LORD. He said to the 
people there,  
 
15 “This is what the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, the God of 
Israel, says: ‘I will bring disaster upon this city and its 
surrounding towns as I promised, because you have 
stubbornly refused to listen to me.’ ”  
 
Jeremiah 20:1–2   
1 When the priest Pashhur son of Immer, the chief officer 
in the temple of the LORD, heard Jeremiah prophesying 
these things,  
 
2 he had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put in the 
stocks at the Upper Gate of Benjamin at the LORD’s temple.  
 
 
Jeremiah 20:3   
3 And it happened on the next day that Pashhur brought 
Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then Jeremiah said to him, 



“The LORD has not called your name Pashhur, but Magor-
Missabib.  
 
3 The next day, when Pashhur finally released him, 
Jeremiah said, “Pashhur, the LORD has changed your name. 
From now on you are to be called ‘The Man Who Lives in 
Terror.’  
 

   
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
3 The next day, when Pashhur finally released him, 
Jeremiah said, “Pashhur, the LORD has changed your name. 
From now on you are to be called ‘The Man Who Lives in 
Terror.’  
4 For this is what the LORD says: ‘I will send terror upon 
you and all your friends, and you will watch as they are 
slaughtered by the swords of the enemy. I will hand the 
people of Judah over to the king of Babylon. He will take 
them captive to Babylon or run them through with the 
sword.  
5 And I will let your enemies plunder Jerusalem. All the 
famed treasures of the city—the precious jewels and gold 
and silver of your kings—will be carried off to Babylon.  
6 As for you, Pashhur, you and all your household will go 
as captives to Babylon. There you will die and be buried, 
you and all your friends to whom you prophesied that 
everything would be all right.’ ”  
 
7 O LORD, you misled me, and I allowed myself to be 
misled. You are stronger than I am, and you overpowered 
me. 
 
Now I am mocked every day; everyone laughs at me.  
 



8 When I speak, the words burst out. “Violence and 
destruction!” I shout. So these messages from the LORD 
have made me a household joke. 
 

     
 

 
 
9 But if I say I’ll never mention the LORD or speak in his 
name, his word burns in my heart like a fire. It’s like a fire 
in my bones! I am worn out trying to hold it in! I can’t do 
it!  
 

 
 



 
 
10 I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side! Report 
him! Let’s report him!” All my friends are waiting for me to 
slip, saying, “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we will 
prevail over him and take our revenge on him.”  
 
11 But the LORD stands beside me like a great warrior. 
Before him my persecutors will stumble. They cannot 
defeat me. They will fail and be thoroughly humiliated. 
Their dishonor will never be forgotten.  
 
"Happy Retirement to my 90 year old Father, Dave Schuff, 
the greatest man I have ever known, and so proud to call 
mine! He is the FOUNDER of Schuff Steel, one of the good 
old boys in the Valley where you could conduct business 
with a hand shake. I will never forget the day he 
accompanied me to the meeting as I went to sign the lease 
(over 23 years ago) to start my little store, he believed in 
me and for that I am forever grateful for all he has taught 
me. Dad, you are a hero to so many, to the person that was 
down and out that you gave a chance, to the employees 
you visited on a regular basis out in the shop and you 
knew each one of them by their first names. You made 
everyone feel special and important, not mention the 
people we would run into at the airport who knew you 
from so many companies you conducted business with. 
Those are just a few to mention, I could go on and on. 
What a privilege it is to drive down the Las Vegas strip and 



look at all he built, after flying out of the airport, and 
sitting with him at the Cardinal Stadium. He is a legend in 
the Valley, not only for Schuff Steel, but the for the man he 
is and the integrity he shows each and every day. He 
taught me from a young age, after witnessing an incident 
at an airport, that not one person is better than another, to 
always treat people the same and only with the utmost 
respect. He gave his heart and soul to his company, 
worked everyday up until this morning, refused to get a 
paycheck if he isn't working - so today it was the big 
retirement day. Boy, if the world could only emulate his 
work ethics, just think how much better we all would be. 
Sit back and smell the roses, Dad, I love you - along with 
so many. You are my forever Hero!". 
 

 
 
12 O LORD of Heaven’s Armies, you test those who are 
righteous, and you examine the deepest thoughts and 
secrets. Let me see your vengeance against them, for I 
have committed my cause to you.  
13 Sing to the LORD! Praise the LORD! For though I was poor 
and needy, he rescued me from my oppressors.  
 
14 Yet I curse the day I was born! May no one celebrate 
the day of my birth.  
15 I curse the messenger who told my father, “Good 
news—you have a son!”  



16 Let him be destroyed like the cities of old that the LORD 
overthrew without mercy. Terrify him all day long with 
battle shouts,  
17 because he did not kill me at birth. Oh, that I had died 
in my mother’s womb, that her body had been my grave!  
18 Why was I ever born? My entire life has been filled with 
trouble, sorrow, and shame.  
 
 
14 Yet I curse the day I was born! May no one celebrate 
the day of my birth.  
18 Why was I ever born? My entire life has been filled with 
trouble, sorrow, and shame.  
 
Jeremiah  1:4–5  
4 The LORD gave me this message:  
5 “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. 
Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as 
my prophet to the nations.”  
 

 
 


