Been There Done That Lesson 8

2 Chron 31:20 Thus Hezekiah did throughout all
Judah, and he did what was good and right and faithful
before the Lord his God.
2 Kings 18:5 He trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel, so
that there was none like him among all the kings of Judah
after him, nor among those who were before him.
2 Kings 18:6–7
6 He remained faithful to the LORD in everything, and he
carefully obeyed all the commands the LORD had given
Moses.
7 So the LORD was with him, and Hezekiah was successful
in everything he did. He revolted against the king of
Assyria and refused to pay him tribute.

Hebrews 2:1
1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what
we have heard, so that we do not drift away.

According to Romans 12:1-2 – if we surrender to the world
around us, we become conformers; but if we yield to the
Holy Spirit and dare to be different, we become
transformers and God uses us to accomplish His will.

2 Kings 21:11
11 “King Manasseh of Judah has done many detestable
things. He is even more wicked than the Amorites, who
lived in this land before Israel. He has caused the people
of Judah to sin with his idols.

2 Kings 21:13–15
13 I will judge Jerusalem by the same standard I used for
Samaria and the same measure I used for the family of

Ahab. I will wipe away the people of Jerusalem as one
wipes a dish and turns it upside down.
14 Then I will reject even the remnant of my own people
who are left, and I will hand them over as plunder for their
enemies.
15 For they have done great evil in my sight and have
angered me ever since their ancestors came out of Egypt.”

2 Chronicles 33
10 And the LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but
they would not listen.

“sociopaths don’t form normal attachments to other
people. They lack empathy. When they see a person
suffering they don’t feel bad over it.”
“And if I really wanted to be free of everything I had been
brainwashed into thinking about right and wrong then I
decided to kill my dad. And I decided to do it in a brutal
fashion, not a gunshot, I was going to do it with a
hammer. When I walked up to my dad with the hammer in

my hand and I hit him in the head seven or eight times
until I thought he was dead, and I just left.”

11 So the LORD sent the commanders of the Assyrian
armies, and they took Manasseh prisoner. They put a ring
through his nose,
bound him in bronze chains, and led him away to Babylon.
Lucky for his dad one of his friends, Jim, found him
“covered in blood and took him to a hospital…” Wood then
knew it was a matter of time before he was discovered as
the culprit and thus decided to confess to his mom, “and
so I went and told my mom, “Hey, I may have done this”
because I thought I was being told on at that moment.
[But] instead of taking me to the police she took me to a
psychiatric hospital. They made a report based on the time
I was there and it said anti-social personality disorder.”
Subsequent to him spending time in the psychiatric
hospital and undergoing psychiatric tests he would be
sentenced by a judiciary, “Since my dad survived I was
convicted of malicious wounding. I was sentenced to 10
years in prison.”
2 Chronicles 33
12 But while in deep distress, Manasseh sought the LORD
his God and sincerely humbled himself before the God of
his ancestors.

“I went from thinking that I was the best person in the
world to thinking that I’m the worst person in the world.
The question came up: either I’m stuck like this or there is
someone out there that can deal with this. Who out of
anyone had the ability to change, radically change,
severely messed up people. It’s Jesus or it’s nothing. It’s
Jesus or there is just no hope. I bowed down and I prayed
and I said, “God, I don’t know if I am going to believe in
you tomorrow but I believe in you right now. If you can do
anything with me you’re welcome to it.”
When I sat up the whole world looked different. It looked
like I was in a different place, it looked like it was a
different color, and I didn’t know if this was just
something weird going on but I didn’t want to hurt anyone
at that point.
Soon an amazing calm… it felt like I had been physically
non-stop brawling all my life and then I finally could just
sit down and rest.”
13 And when he prayed, the LORD listened to him and was
moved by his request. So the LORD brought Manasseh back
to Jerusalem and to his kingdom. Then Manasseh finally
realized that the LORD alone is God!

14 After this Manasseh rebuilt the outer wall of the City of
David, from west of the Gihon Spring in the Kidron Valley
to the Fish Gate, and continuing around the hill of Ophel.
He built the wall very high. And he stationed his military
officers in all of the fortified towns of Judah.
15 Manasseh also removed the foreign gods and the idol
from the LORD’s Temple. He tore down all the altars he had
built on the hill where the Temple stood and all the altars
that were in Jerusalem, and he dumped them outside the
city.

16 Then he restored the altar of the LORD and sacrificed
peace offerings and thanksgiving offerings on it. He also
encouraged the people of Judah to worship the LORD, the
God of Israel.
17 However, the people still sacrificed at the pagan
shrines, though only to the LORD their God.

Even though David gave his life to Jesus - he was still left
knowing he had bludgeoned his father with a hammer,
“While I was in prison I thought it would be bad to
actually confess because my dad, again, had no
recollection. I’m a Christian now and I can’t spend my
entire life saying I haven’t done something that I’ve
done.”
So, he penned a letter in which he laid everything out to
his dad and “He came to see me at the first chance… he
said it was okay, and he forgives me. He told me, “I really
didn’t think you did it.” And so for him to hear all of that at
once and to still forgive me it’s amazing stuff.”
“Between jail and prison I was locked up for a little over
five years. I got out of prison in 2000 and started college
immediately. I started arguing with a young woman who
was an agnostic and she eventually became a Christian,
and we were married the following year.

