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Parables Lesson 23 Handout  
 

 
 
Luke 13:6–9  
6 He also spoke this parable: “A certain man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it 
and found none.  
7 Then he said to the keeper of his vineyard, ‘Look, for 
three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and 
find none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?’  
 
 
8 But he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this 
year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it.  
9 And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can 
cut it down.’ ”  
 

 
 
Luke 13:1–5  
1 There were present at that season some who told Him 
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with 
their sacrifices. 
 
2 And Jesus answered and said to them, “Do you suppose 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other 
Galileans, because they suffered such things?  
3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish.  
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4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and 
killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners 
than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?  
5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish.”  
 

     
 
Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to 
say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
 

 
 
Mark 6:12 They went out and preached that men should 
repent.  
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Galatians 5:16–18  
16 So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you 
won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves.  
17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the 
opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us 
desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature 
desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each 
other, so you are not free to carry out your good 
intentions.  
 

   
 
Romans 7  
15 I don’t really understand myself, for I want to do what 
is right, but I don’t do it. Instead, I do what I hate.  
16 But if I know that what I am doing is wrong, this shows 
that I agree that the law is good.  
17 So I am not the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me 
that does it.  
18 And I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my 
sinful nature. I want to do what is right, but I can’t.  
19 I want to do what is good, but I don’t. I don’t want to 
do what is wrong, but I do it anyway.  
20 But if I do what I don’t want to do, I am not really the 
one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it.  
21 I have discovered this principle of life—that when I 
want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong.  
22 I love God’s law with all my heart.  
23 But there is another power within me that is at war 
with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that 
is still within me.  
24 Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me 
from this life that is dominated by sin and death?  
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25 Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. So 
you see how it is: In my mind I really want to obey God’s 
law, but because of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin. 
 

   
 
John 14 :15 “If you love Me, you will keep My 
commandments.  
 
Matthew 12:33  “Either make the tree good and its fruit 
good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is 
known by its fruit.  
 

 
 
6 Then Jesus told this story: “A man planted a fig tree in 
his garden and came again and again to see if there was 

any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed. 7 Finally, 
he said to his gardener, ‘I’ve waited three years, and there 
hasn’t been a single fig! Cut it down. It’s just taking up 
space in the garden.’  
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John 15:4–5  
4 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can 
you unless you abide in Me.  
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in 
Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me 
you can do nothing.  
 

     
 

   
 
John 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you… 

     
 
Matthew 3:8 “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance;  
 
Matthew 7:17–20  
17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 
tree bears bad fruit.  
18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree 
cannot bear good fruit.  
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19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire.  
20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  
 
1 John 3:9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, 
because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on 
sinning, because he has been born of God.  
 
Galatians 5:19–21 When you follow the desires of your 
sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual immorality, 
impurity, lustful pleasures,  idolatry, sorcery, hostility, 
quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, 
dissension, division,  envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and 
other sins like these. Let me tell you again, as I have 
before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit 
the Kingdom of God.  
 
Galatians 5:22–23  
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our 
lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,  
23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
these things!  
 

 
 
 
 
Colossians 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy 
of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  
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Exodus 33:15  
15 Then he said to Him, “If Your presence does not go with 
us, do not lead us up from here.  
John 6:67–68  
67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go 
away also, do you?”  
68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we 
go? You have words of eternal life. 
 

 
8 “The gardener answered, ‘Sir, give it one more chance. 
Leave it another year, and I’ll give it special attention and 

plenty of fertilizer. 9 If we get figs next year, fine. If not, 
then you can cut it down.’”  
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