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Acts Lesson 48 HANDOUT  
 
 
 

 
 
As I stood there in that bleak hospital hallway, the tireless Marci I  
had once known was long gone, swallowed up by this weary, 
defeated woman.  She was beyond exhaustion, past depression, 
dangerously discouraged.  She grasped desperately for anything 
remotely resembling that bottomless faith that used to come to 
her so easily.  But her unshakable trust in God was nothing more 
than a sad memory now.  She drew a deep breath, fighting back 
the sobs.  She sighed.  “I REALLY want to believe that God is with 
me right now.  I mean, I want to know that He is good, that He 
cares.  I want that so badly, but…..I want to trust I just don’t 
know how. 
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Jeremiah 1:5  
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were 
born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” 
 
 Psalm 139:13  
13 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my 
mother’s womb.  
 
 

   
 
 
Hebrews 11:33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut 
the mouths of lions,  
34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became 
powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.  
35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again. 
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Hebrews 11:35B - Others were tortured and refused to be 
released, so that they might gain a better resurrection.  
36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained 
and put in prison.  
37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to 
death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
destitute, persecuted and mistreated—  
38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts 
and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.  
39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them 
received what had been promised.  
 
Oswald Chambers –“Faith is deliberate confidence in the 
character of God whose ways you may not understand at the 
time” 
 

     
 

  
 

    
 



 4 

   
 
John 16:33  
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.”  
 
Job 1:21 and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 
naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; 
may the name of the LORD be praised.” 
 
Psalm 145:1 I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your 
name for ever and ever.  
2 Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and 
ever.  
3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no 
one can fathom.  
 
Job 2:9 His wife said to him, “Are you still holding on to your 
integrity? Curse God and die!”  
 
Job 2:10  He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall 
we accept good from God, and not trouble?”  
 

   
 
A generation after the death of Christ, Christianity had reached 
Rome in the form of an obscure offshoot of Judaism popular 
among the city's poor and destitute. Members of this religious 
sect spoke of the coming of a new kingdom and a new king. These 
views provoked suspicion among the Jewish authorities who 
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rejected the group and fear among the Roman authorities who 
perceived these sentiments as a threat to the Empire.  
In the summer of 64, Rome suffered a terrible fire that burned for 
six days and seven nights consuming almost three quarters of the 
city. The people accused the Emperor Nero for the devastation 
claiming he set the fire for his own amusement. In order to 
deflect these accusations and placate the people, Nero laid blame 
for the fire on the Christians. The emperor ordered the arrest of a 
few members of the sect who, under torture, accused others until 
the entire Christian populace was implicated and became fair 
game for retribution. As many Christians that could be found they 
were rounded up and put to death in the most horrific manner for 
the amusement of the citizens of Rome.  
 
Acts 25  
1 Three days after arriving in the province, Festus went up from 
Caesarea to Jerusalem,  
2 where the chief priests and Jewish leaders appeared before him 
and presented the charges against Paul.  
3 They urgently requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul 
transferred to Jerusalem, for they were preparing an ambush to 
kill him along the way.  
4 Festus answered, “Paul is being held at Caesarea, and I myself 
am going there soon.  
5 Let some of your leaders come with me and press charges 
against the man there, if he has done anything wrong.”  
6 After spending eight or ten days with them, he went down to 
Caesarea, and the next day he convened the court and ordered 
that Paul be brought before him.  
7 When Paul appeared, the Jews who had come down from 
Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many serious charges 
against him, which they could not prove.  
8 Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong 
against the law of the Jews or against the temple or against 
Caesar.”  
9 Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Are you 
willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on 
these charges?”  
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10 Paul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, 
where I ought to be tried. I have not done any wrong to the Jews, 
as you yourself know very well.  
11 If, however, I am guilty of doing anything deserving death, I 
do not refuse to die. But if the charges brought against me by 
these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me over to 
them. I appeal to Caesar!”  
12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: “You 
have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!”  
13 A few days later King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea 
to pay their respects to Festus. 
 
 
 

 
 
Matthew 2:1–3  
1 Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King 
Herod. About that time some wise men from eastern lands arrived 
in Jerusalem, asking,  
2 “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it 
rose, and we have come to worship him.”  
3 King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was 
everyone in Jerusalem.  
 
Matthew 2:16  
16 Herod was furious when he realized that the wise men had 
outwitted him. He sent soldiers to kill all the boys in and around 
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Bethlehem who were two years old and under, based on the wise 
men’s report of the star’s first appearance.  
 
Acts 25:14 Since they were spending many days there, Festus 
discussed Paul’s case with the king. He said: “There is a man here 
whom Felix left as a prisoner.  
15 When I went to Jerusalem, the chief priests and elders of the 
Jews brought charges against him and asked that he be 
condemned.  
16 “I told them that it is not the Roman custom to hand over any 
man before he has faced his accusers and has had an opportunity 
to defend himself against their charges.  
17 When they came here with me, I did not delay the case, but 
convened the court the next day and ordered the man to be 
brought in.  
18 When his accusers got up to speak, they did not charge him 
with any of the crimes I had expected.  
19 Instead, they had some points of dispute with him about their 
own religion and about a dead man named Jesus who Paul 
claimed was alive.  
20 I was at a loss how to investigate such matters; so I asked if 
he would be willing to go to Jerusalem and stand trial there on 
these charges.  
21 When Paul made his appeal to be held over for the Emperor’s 
decision, I ordered him held until I could send him to Caesar.”  
22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like to hear this man 
myself.” He replied, “Tomorrow you will hear him.”  
23 The next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp and 
entered the audience room with the high ranking officers and the 
leading men of the city. At the command of Festus, Paul was 
brought in.  
24 Festus said: “King Agrippa, and all who are present with us, 
you see this man! The whole Jewish community has petitioned me 
about him in Jerusalem and here in Caesarea, shouting that he 
ought not to live any longer.  
25 I found he had done nothing deserving of death, but because 
he made his appeal to the Emperor I decided to send him to 
Rome.  
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26 But I have nothing definite to write to His Majesty about him. 
Therefore I have brought him before all of you, and especially 
before you, King Agrippa, so that as a result of this investigation I 
may have something to write.  
27 For I think it is unreasonable to send on a prisoner without 
specifying the charges against him.”  
 
Acts 26  
1 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for 
yourself.” So Paul stretched out his hand and answered for 
himself:  
2 “I think myself happy,  
 

 
 

 
  
2 “I think myself happy, King Agrippa, because today I shall 
answer for myself before you concerning all the things of which I 
am accused by the Jews, 
3 especially because you are expert in all customs and questions 
which have to do with the Jews. Therefore I beg you to hear me 
patiently.  
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24 Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud 
voice, “Paul, you are beside yourself! Much learning is driving you 
mad!”  
25 But he said, “I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak the 
words of truth and reason. 
 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to 
become a Christian.”  
29 And Paul said, “I would to God that not only you, but also all 
who hear me today, might become both almost and altogether 
such as I am, except for these chains.”  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


