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“As powerful as we are, we have no control over God’s 
hand.”   
	

	
	
Job 1:21  
and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 
naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken 
away; may the name of the LORD be praised.”  
	

	
	



Job 2:10 Should we accept only good things from the hand 
of God and never anything bad?   
	

	
	

	
	
	
Matthew 20:20–28  
20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with 
her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.  
21 “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that 
one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the 
other at your left in your kingdom.”  
22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to 
them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?”  
We can,” they answered.  
23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, 
but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These 
places belong to those for whom they have been prepared 
by my Father.”  
	
	
	
Acts 12:3 When he (Herod) saw that this pleased the Jews, 
he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread.  
4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him 
over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. 
Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the 
Passover.  



5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was 
earnestly praying to God for him.  
6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter 
was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 
chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance.  
7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light 
shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him 
up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s 
wrists.  
8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and 
sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you 
and follow me,” the angel told him.  
9 Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea 
that what the angel was doing was really happening; he 
thought he was seeing a vision.  
10 They passed the first and second guards and came to 
the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by 
itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the 
length of one street, suddenly the angel left him.  
11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know 
without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued 
me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish 
people were anticipating.” 
	
Acts 12  
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some 
who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.  
2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 
sword.  
	
2 Corinthians 11  
24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes 
minus one.  
25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, 
three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day 
in the open sea,  
26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in 
danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from 



my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in 
the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in 
danger from false brothers.  
27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone without 
sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone 
without food; I have been cold and naked.  
28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my 
concern for all the churches.  
 
	
Philippians 1:  
21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  
 

 
 

 
 
As I stumbled for a fitting response, the students sitting 
there that morning saw right through me. Everyone knew 
that Josh had stumped the teacher. It wasn’t that I didn’t 
know most of the correct theological answers; I just hadn’t 
lived long enough to believe them myself. There was no 
longing in my voice to show my students that I looked 
forward to going to heaven after my bumbling response, 
having appeared a lot like Josh had described it. That was 
20 years ago; a lot has happened since then so I am going 
to take a do over and take one more shot at answering it. 
 
 



Romans 8  
22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers 
the pains of childbirth together until now.  
 

	
	
Revelation 5:9  
9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to 
take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, 
and purchased for God with Your blood men from every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation.  
	
	
Revelation 21:4  
4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and 
there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be 
any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have 
passed away.”  
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


