Revelation Lesson 7 Handout

Ray Stedman - I find that many people tend to skip over
these seven letters to the churches, so eager are they to
hurry on to those juicy, action-packed blood and thunder
sections of Revelation. We would rather hear about the
great cataclysms of the last days than be confronted with
the urgent challenge of our own present moment. How
tragic!
These seven letters to seven churches are powerful letters,
burning with urgency. Their message is still as vital and
timely today as when first written.
Love God with your heart soul and mind and love others.
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Revelation 2:1
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words
of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who
walks among the seven golden lampstands.

Acts 19
1 And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul
passed through the inland country and came to Ephesus.
There he found some disciples.
2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
said, “Into John’s baptism.”
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4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who
was to come after him, that is, Jesus.”
5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus.
6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues
and prophesying.
7 There were about twelve men in all.
8 And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for
three months, reasoning and persuading concerning the
things of the kingdom of God.
10 This continued for two years, so that all the residents of
Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.
Chuck Swindoll
Second Corinthians and Galatians abound with personal
touches from Paul, either about his own life or that of the
recipients. Ephesians, on the other hand, stands at the
opposite end of the spectrum as one of Paul’s most formal
letters. While Galatians offers instructions particularly
important for those churches overrun with legalism,
Ephesians deals with topics at the very core of what it
means to be a Christian—both in faith and in practice—
regardless of any particular problem in the community.
While Paul was not responding to a particular theological
or moral problem, he wanted to protect against future
problems by encouraging the Ephesians to mature in their
faith.
So after laying out profound theological truths in the first
half of the book, Paul made his purpose clear: he expected
that this community of faith would walk in accordance with
its heavenly calling (Ephesians 4:1). As a result of the
theological realities Christians accept by their faith in God,
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several practices should follow in their relationships within
the church, in the home, and in the world.

18

Many also of those who were now believers came
making full confession and thoroughly exposing their
[former deceptive and evil] practices.
19 Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought
their books together and burned them in the sight of all.
And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty
thousand pieces of silver.
Acts 19
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20 So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.
Acts 19:23–30
23 And about that time there arose a great commotion
about the Way.
24 For a certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who
made silver shrines of Diana, brought no small profit to the
craftsmen.
25 He called them together with the workers of similar
occupation, and said: “Men, you know that we have our
prosperity by this trade.
26 Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus,
but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has persuaded
and turned away many people, saying that they are not
gods which are made with hands.
27 So not only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into
disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana
may be despised and her magnificence destroyed, whom
all Asia and the world worship.”
28 Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath and
cried out, saying, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”
29 So the whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed
into the theater with one accord, having seized Gaius and
Aristarchus, Macedonians, Paul’s travel companions.
30

Paul wished to go in among the crowd, but the disciples
would not permit him to do it.
"Gentlemen:
Understanding that you need a preacher, I would like to
apply for the position. I have many qualifications that I
think you would appreciate. I have been blessed to preach
with power and have some success as a writer. Some say
that I am a good organizer. I have been a leader in most
places I have gone.
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Some folks, however, have some things against me. I am
over fifty years of age. I have never preached in one place
for more than three years at a time. In some places I have
left town after my work caused riots and disturbances. I
have to admit that I have been in jail three or four times,
but not because of any wrongdoing. My health is not too
good, though I still get a good deal done. I have had to
work at my trade to help pay my way.
The churches I have preached in have been small, though
located in several large cities. I have not gotten along too
well with the religious leaders in different towns where I
have preached, and I am sure that they will not
recommend me. In fact, some of them have threatened
me, taken me to court, and even attacked me physically. I
am not too good at keeping records. I have been known
even to forget whom I have baptized. However, if you can
use me, I shall do my best for you, even if I have to work
to help with my support."
The elder read this letter to the committee, and asked if
they were interested in the applicant. They replied that he
would never do for their church. They were not interested
in an unhealthy, trouble-making, contentious, ex-jailbird;
and were insulted that his application had ever been
presented!

Acts 19
33 And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews
putting him forward. And Alexander motioned with his
hand, and wanted to make his defense to the people.
34 But when they found out that he was a Jew, all with
one voice cried out for about two hours, “Great is Diana of
the Ephesians!”
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1 Timothy 1:1–6
2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy, and
peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
3 As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain
at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to
teach any different doctrine,

3 As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain
at Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to
teach any different doctrine, 4 nor to devote themselves to
myths and endless genealogies, which promote
speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is
by faith.
6 Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered
away into vain discussion,
Acts 20
20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything
that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from
house to house,
21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance
toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole
counsel of God.
28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of
the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.
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29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in
among you and will not spare the flock.
30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort
the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.
Revelation 2:1
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words
of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who
walks among the seven golden lampstands.
Revelation 2:2
2 ‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and
that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test
those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and
you found them to be false;
2 Timothy 4:3–4
3
For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their
own desires,
4
and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn
aside to myths.
1 Thessalonians 5:21
21
But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which
is good;
Revelation 2:3
3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my
name, and have not grown weary.
Revelation 2:4 ‘But I have this against you, that you have
left your first love.
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Revelation 2:5 ‘Therefore remember from where you have
fallen,

Revelation 2:5 ‘Therefore remember from where you have
fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else
I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of
its place—unless you repent.
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Ephesians 1:17-18
[I always pray] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may grant you a spirit of wisdom and of
revelation [that gives you a deep and personal and
intimate insight] into the true knowledge of Him [for we
know the Father through the Son]. 18 And [I pray] that the
eyes of your heart [the very center and core of your being]
may be enlightened [flooded with light by the Holy Spirit],
so that you will know and cherish the [a]hope [the divine
guarantee, the confident expectation] to which He has
called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in
the saints (God’s people),
Revelation 2:6-7 ‘Yet this you do have, that you hate the
deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
7 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of
the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’
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