
Proverbs	5	Handout	
	

	
	
Mark 8:36  And what do you benefit if you gain the whole 
world but lose your own soul? 
	

Rob Jansens: Kids will learn the majority of what they 
know about God from their parents. Not in Sunday School, 
not from the preacher, not in Christian School. Who God is, 
and what godly character is all about, is taught to us more 
by our parents than by anyone else in our lives. 

Kids either spend the rest of their lives trying to unlearn 
the errors passed on from their parents,  

or they spend the rest of their lives living up to the godly 
standards given to them by their parents. 

Proverbs 22:6  
6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old 
he will not turn from it.  
	
Rob Jansen: We car pool and sign our kids up for twelve 
different activities instead. Consequently, we have kids 
who play an instrument, kick a good ball, know how to use 
a computer -- and tell their parents where to go.” 
	



Thomas Haller As an ordained minister I spent 8 years 
learning the Hebrew and Greek language so as to study the 
Bible in its original language. Since that time, almost 20 
years ago, I have spent many laboring hours preparing 
sermons and writing Bible studies on topics of marriage, 
love, money, miracles, gifts of the Spirit, parenting, and 
most importantly the Grace of God as seen through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It was with great respect for 
the scriptures that we undertook our call to raise the 
consciousness of parenting. It is with this same respect 
and conviction that we offer a look at a Biblical perspective 
on spanking. 

Christian parents frequently seek the Bible in their effort 
to raise godly children. They believe that there is a biblical 
mandate to spank and they fear that if they don't spank, 
they will commit the sin of losing control of their child. 
They believe that God has commended them to spank and 
they take “spare the rod and spoil the child” literally, but 
in doing so they misunderstand the concept of the rod. The 
following are the biblical verses which have caused the 
greatest confusion:  
 
“He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves 
him is careful to discipline him.” (Proverbs 13:24) 

“Folly is bound up in the heart of a child. But the rod of 
discipline will drive it far from him.” (Proverbs 22:15) 

“Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him 
with the rod he will not die. Punish him with the rod and 
save his soul from death.” (Proverbs 23:13-14) 

“The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to 
itself disgraces his mother.” (Proverbs 29:15) 

At first glance these verses seem to be in strong support of 
the use of corporal punishment, but do they really?  



Through a closer examination of the Hebrew word for 
“rod” (shebet) one can see that in the Hebrew dictionary it 
has various meanings, a stick for walking, writing, 
fighting, ruling, and punishment.  

The word “shebet” is most frequently used when referring 
to shepherds who are tending their flocks. The Shepherds 
used the stick to fight off prey and to gently guide 
wandering sheep, not to beat them. 

Please remember that these verses come from a book of 
poetry. Writers of poetry use familiar words of the day to 
represent concepts that the people to whom they are 
writing can create an image of what they are writing 
about. The image that we are to extract from these verses 
in Proverbs is one of creating a culture of accountability.  

The point that God is making is that we as parents are to 
hold our children accountable for their choices and actions. 

There are many ways to hold a child accountable and 
corporal punishment (spanking) never has to be one of 
them. 

Reread the passages above and replace the references to 
punishment and the use of the rod with the word 
“accountability” and the meaning stays the same.  

For example:  
Proverbs 13:24 would read, “He who 
spares accountability hates his son, but he who loves him is 
careful to discipline him.”  

Proverbs 22:15 would read, “Folly is bound up in the heart 
of a child. But holding him accountable will drive it far from 
him.”  



Proverbs 23:13-14 would read, “Do not withhold discipline 
from a child; if you create a culture of accountability he will 
not die. Create accountability and save his soul from death.” 

Proverbs 29:15 would read, “The culture of 
accountability imparts wisdom, but a child left to itself 
disgraces his mother.” 

	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



	
	

	


