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Because you show up each week…

History

This Bible Study started around fifteen years ago with about four girls
wanting to get together to learn more about Jesus, and grow in God’s
amazing grace. God began to bring more women each week and
eventually we moved the bible study into Babbo’s Restaurant where
they let us hold our study completely free of charge. When we began to
pack the restaurant out week after week, we knew God was up to
something. One day, a woman came up and handed me an envelope and
in it was $1,000. We were so shocked because up until that point we only
had to print a few handouts and everything else was free. But, we
realized it was God’s way of saying, “It’s time to move on...” So we
moved the study to Harkins Theatre and we put out a Donation Box at
the back of the room and God always provided for us each week.

A few summers ago we decided to teach a summer series at Third Place
Grill. Rob thought it would be a good idea to try and video each week
and put the Bible Study on our website so the people who couldn’t
make it that week could watch it online. The sound and the quality were
not acceptable so Rob thought we should try and find a videographer.
We “googled” videographers in Phoenix and God blessed us with David
who now shoots all the Bible Studies with three really nice HD cameras
that have great sound!!

To make a really long story as short as possible, with technology growing
as fast as it has, God has opened new doors for us to take this Women’s
Bible Study and make it available for people to watch around the world.
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We are hearing from people all over the world who are being blessed by
what we are doing here in the United States with this bible study.

So, we want to give you a “state of the ministry” so you can share in our
joy over the amazing things God is doing…all because you show up each
week! Let me explain what I mean by that.

We pulled the numbers together for the last six months so you will see
how many lives are being affected because you show up here each week.
I always say if you weren’t here listening, it would just be David and my
husband Rob who would come to support this and sit in the audience -
but they probably wouldn’t laugh at my jokes like you do. It wouldn’t be
quite as fun as it is when you are here.

First we will explain the website which now makes Bible Study available
for anyone to watch at any time of the day. The idea is that many women
work and can’t make it to any study because of their schedule. So having
each study on video and on the website allows people to watch at their
own convenience. There are people who are also home bound or might
not be available to go to a Bible Study at their own churches because of
conflicting schedules so this gives them the ability to study along with
us. 

We are going to compare where we were last couple years to where we
are today. 
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Website

Two years ago from March to August 2013 in a 6 month period - we
had 38,690 people visit our website to check it out, watch the Bible
Study or order books.  That averaged around 6,400 people every month
that went to our website.  

Last year from March to August 2014 in a 6 month period – we had
75,220 people visit our website which averages around 12,537 people
that have clicked on our site each month! In yellow below are the
amounts of “visits.”

This year from April to September 2015 in a 6 month period we had
102,999 people visit our website which averages 17,166 people who
have clicked on our site each month!
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ROKU Channel
Second, the next amazing
thing God has done is given
us the funds to purchase our
own Women’s Bible Study
channel on the Roku box.
There are now over 10
million Roku boxes sold to
date and in order to find us
on a Roku, a person would

have to go to the channel store, click down to the Religion section, and
then scroll through hundreds of church channels until they find the
cutest hot pink button that says Women’s Bible Study. The same people
who host our Roku also host our Android app for any Android phone or
device so people can download the study and watch it from their phone. 

Two years ago in March through August 2013 there were 29,522 people
who visited and watched this study on their television sets via Roku or
Android app, which breaks down to almost 5,000 people clicking on and
watching our Bible Study each month.

Last year from March 6 – Sept. 6 of 2014 there were 39,391 people
viewing Roku and Android which is 6,565 people per month. 

This year from April 6 - October 6 of 2015  there were  230,675 people
viewing Roku and Android which is an average each month of 38,445
each month.
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iPhone and Windows App

Third, we were so excited when we got the opportunity to work with a
company that would build our I-phone and Windows App. We launched
the Windows App in June of 2013 and the I-Phone app in July of 2013.
In three months we had over 6,000 people download the App to watch
these studies on their phones or devices.

Last year by September 6th we had a total of 29,570 people who have
downloaded the I-phone and Windows Apps over the last year.

This year by October 4 we had 50,038 downloads on I-Phone and 
Windows!

Facebook
Fourth, we started a Facebook page
which at the end of August 2013
we had 19,654 “likes” and as of
September 6th 2014 we had
344,328 “likes” and as of today
October 4, 2015 we have 469,505.

We tell you this because we want to let you know that none of this
would have ever happened if you had not taken the time out of your
busy schedule to show up here each week. God is using this ministry in
the lives of women all over the globe and we cannot thank YOU enough
for making this possible.



 

As you might imagine, this ministry is costing a lot of money to keep
it accessible in all these different applications, and we would like to ask
for your help. As you know, we do not charge for these studies but we
wanted to give you a breakdown of what it costs each month to make
this study available to other women. If you have been blessed by this
study in any way, we are asking you to consider supporting us on a
monthly basis. There is no obligation but we wanted to let you know 
our needs in case God leads you to join with us in continuing to 
make this possible.

Monthly Expenses
(based on a four week period)

Rio Vista Rent ........................................................ $1,800.00
Set up/ Tear Down .................................................... $400.00
Audio ........................................................................ $200.00
Videographer ............................................................ $930.00
Web Designer ............................................................ $700.00
Printing and Printer .................................................. $700.00
Hosting Roku/Android ............................................. $725.00
Billboard Advertising ............................................... $1,004.00
Hosting I-Phone/Windows ....................................... $235.00
Insurance,  Accounting ............................................... $150.00
Sets and Misc. (books, bags, binders) ........................... $200.00
Facebook ................................................................... $300.00
Miscellaneous (post office, paper) ............................... $300.00

Total /month $7,644.00

Our costs vary monthly for printing and web services.
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On top of this, out of whatever donations we receive, we tithe 10% to
Feed My Starving Children and Return Hope.  We also support 6
missionaries with Gospel for Asia for $160.00 per month and $100.00
per month to Carol Kent’s prison ministry.

We also want to make it clear that Rob and I do not take any money at
all from this ministry – 90% goes directly to Connecting the Dots and
the other 10% to our two missions above.

We are so excited for how God is growing this ministry but we also
know that without financial support we cannot keep this up. So, we are
asking you to prayerfully consider donating in one of these ways:

1. SUPPORT US MONTHLY ONLINE!    
This is the best way to help us out!  If you go  
online to WomensBibleStudy.com and click on  
the Donate button you can set up a reoccurring 
monthly donation which helps us know   
what we have coming in each month.

2. Put money in the donation box when  
you leave each week.

3. Send in a check to Connecting the Dots at 
14945 W. Jomax. Surprise, AZ 85387

We are a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and all your gifts are tax
deductible. If you donate online or with a check we will be able to keep
track of your giving so we can get you a statement at the end of the year.
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Rob and I are so grateful for those of you that have helped us in the past
and those that will come alongside of us and help us in the future!
Because of your donations you are helping, and will help, spread the
gospel and give women all over the world a chance to grow in their
faith.

We are also asking for one more thing which we believe is the MOST
important. Could you please pray for us? We know that Satan is not
thrilled that God is growing this ministry and we would covet the
ministry being covered in prayer. If you could keep one of our postcards
in your Bible and pray for us each morning we would be so grateful.
Our desire is for women to come to know Jesus and then grow in their
faith so they can share Him with others - and we know that prayer is the
key to that. Thank you for reading this far and for allowing us to share
this with you.

God is awesome and we are truly amazed at what He is doing with a
Bible Study that started with four girls many years ago. Thank you for
being a part of this…we appreciate the opportunity we have to take this
Bible Study out into the world all because…you show up each week!

Thanks!
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Lisa



www.WomensBibleStudy.com


