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Discouraged Lesson 8 -  When nobody wants to listen 

 

 

 

 

Jeremiah 1:4–7(AMP)  

4 Then the word of the Lord came to me [Jeremiah], 

saying, 5 Before I formed you in the womb I knew [and] 

approved of you [as My chosen instrument], and before 

you were born I separated and set you apart, consecrating 
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you; [and] I appointed you as a prophet to the nations. 6 

Then said I, Ah, Lord God! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am 

only a youth. 7 But the Lord said to me, Say not, I am only 

a youth; for you shall go to all to whom I shall send you, 

and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:15 (NASB95)  

15 For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those 

who are being saved and among those who are perishing;  

 

Jeremiah 1:8 Be not afraid of them [their faces], for I am with 

you to deliver you, says the Lord. 

 

Luke 10:10–11 (AMP)  

10 But whenever you go into a town and they do not 

receive and accept and welcome you, go out into its 

streets and say, 11 Even the dust of your town that clings 

to our feet we are wiping off against you; yet know and 

understand this: the kingdom of God has come near you. 

  

Luke 10:16 (NASB95)  

16 “The one who listens to you listens to Me, and the one 

who rejects you rejects Me; and he who rejects Me rejects 

the One who sent Me.” 



 

 

 3 

 Jeremiah 1:9 Then the Lord put forth His hand and touched my 

mouth. And the Lord said to me, Behold, I have put My 

words in your mouth.  

12 Then said the Lord to me, You have seen well, for I am 

alert and active, watching over My word to perform it. 

John 6:65 (NASB95)  

65 And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, 

that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him 

from the Father.”  

John 6:44 (NASB95)  

44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 

draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.  

Isaiah 55:11 (NASB95)  

11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It 

will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I 

desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I 

sent it.  

  
Jeremiah 1:17 But you [Jeremiah], gird up your loins! Arise and 

tell them all that I command you. Do not be dismayed and 

break down at the sight of their faces, lest I confound you 

before them and permit you to be overcome. 19 And they 

shall fight against you, but they shall not [finally] prevail 

against you, for I am with you, says the Lord, to deliver 

you.  

2 Corinthians 4:1 (AMP)  

1 THEREFORE, SINCE we do hold and engage in this 

ministry by the mercy of God [granting us favor, benefits, 
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opportunities, and especially salvation], we do not get 

discouraged (spiritless and despondent with fear) or 

become faint with weariness and exhaustion. 

Jeremiah 20:7–9 (NASB95)  

7 O LORD, You have deceived me and I was deceived; You 

have overcome me and prevailed. I have become a 

laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 8 For each 

time I speak, I cry aloud; I proclaim violence and 

destruction, because for me the word of the LORD has 

resulted in reproach and derision all day long. 

9 But if I say, “I will not remember Him Or speak anymore 

in His name,” Then in my heart it becomes like a burning 

fire Shut up in my bones; And I am weary of holding it in, 

And I cannot endure it. 

 

 

Jeremiah 23:29 (AMP)  

29 Is not My word like fire [that consumes all that cannot 

endure the test]? says the Lord, and like a hammer that 

breaks in pieces the rock [of most stubborn resistance]?  

 Jeremiah 15:18–19 (AMP)  

18 Why is my pain perpetual and my wound incurable, 

refusing to be healed? Will you indeed be to me like a 

deceitful brook, like waters that fail and are uncertain?  

19 Therefore thus says the Lord [to Jeremiah]: If you 

return [and give up this mistaken tone of distrust and 

despair], then I will give you again a settled place of quiet 

and safety, and you will be My minister; and if you 
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separate the precious from the vile [cleansing your own 

heart from unworthy and unwarranted suspicions 

concerning God’s faithfulness], you shall be My 

mouthpiece. [But do not yield to them.] Let them return to 

you—not you to [the people].  

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NASB95)  

18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God.  

2 Timothy 4:3–4 (NASB95)  

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their 

own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth 

and will turn aside to myths.  

 

In 1879, Charlie Peace, a well-known criminal in London, 

faced execution by hanging. When he was marched to the 

gallows, a minister walked behind him. In keeping with 

custom, the minister read aloud this passage from a prayer 

book, "Those who die without Christ experience hell, 

which is the pain of forever dying without the release 

which death itself can bring." When the minister read 

these chilling words, Charlie Peace stopped marching, 

turned to the minister, and shouted, "Do you believe 

that?"  

 

The startled minister stammered for a moment, then said, 

"Well, I suppose I do."  
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"Well, I don't," said the criminal. "But if I did, I'd get down 

on my hands and knees and crawl all over Great Britain, 

even if it were paved with pieces of broken glass, if I could 

rescue just one person from what you just told me." 

 

 

Saeed Abedini, the American pastor imprisoned in Iran, 
writes an encouraging and beautiful letter to his daughter on 
her eighth birthday.  
Pastor Saeed Abedini wrote this letter to his daughter for her 8th birthday, which was on 

September 12. This is the third birthday of Rebekka’s that Pastor Saeed has missed 

while he languishes in an Iranian prison for his faith. 

My Dearest Rebekka Grace, 

HAPPY 8th BIRTHDAY! 

You are growing so fast and becoming more beautiful every day. I praise God for 

His faithfulness to me every day as I watch from a distance through the prison walls 

and see pictures and hear stories of how you are growing both spiritually and physically. 

Oh how I long to see you. 

I know that you question why you have prayed so many times for my return and yet I am 

not home yet. Now there is a big WHY In your mind you are asking: WHY Jesus isn’t 

answering your prayers and the prayers of all of the people around the world praying for 

my release and for me to be home with you and our family. 

The answer to the WHY is WHO. WHO is control? LORD JESUS CHRIST is in control. 

I desire for you to learn important lessons during these trying times. Lessons that you 

carry now and for the rest of your life. The answer to the WHY is WHO. The confusion 
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of “WHY has all of this happened?” and “WHY your prayers are not answered yet” is 

resolved with understanding WHO is in control…LORD JESUS CHRIST, our GOD! 

God is in control of the whole world and everything that is happening in it is for His good 

purpose, for His glory, and will be worked out for our good (Romans 8:28). Jesus allows 

me to be kept here for His glory. He is doing something inside each of us and also 

outside in the world. People die and suffer for their Christian faith all over the world and 

some may wonder why? But you should know the answer of WHY is WHO. It is for 

Jesus. He is worth the price. And He has a plan to be glorified through our lives. 

I want you to read the book of Habakkuk. He had the same question as you. But 

see that the Lord answered him in Habakkuk 2:3, “the vision comes and doesn’t delay 

on time, wait for it.” Mommy and I always had big desires to serve Jesus and had great 

vision to be used for His Kingdom and for His Glory. So today we pay a cost because 

God, who created us, called us to that. 

And so I want you to know that the answer to all of your prayers is that God is in control, 

and He knows better than us what He is doing in our lives and all around the world. 

Therefore declare as Daniel and his friends Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-‐Nego did in 

Daniel 3: 17-‐18! 

17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 

furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to 

you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which 

you have set up.” 

And learn and declare as Habakkuk did that even if we do not get the result that we are 

looking for, God is still good and we WILL praise His Holy Name. 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 

17 Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the labor of 

the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut off from the 

fold, And there be no herd in the stalls— 18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 

God of my salvation. 19 The Lord God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer’s 

feet, And He will make me walk on my high hills. 
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Then my dear beloved daughter Rebekka Grace, I pray God will bring me back home 

soon. But if not, we will still sing together as Habakkuk did HALLELUJAH, either 

separated by prison walls or together at home. 

So, let Daddy hear you sing a loud Hallelujah that I can hear all the way here in the 

prison! 

I am so proud of you my sweet courageous daughter. Glory to God forever, Amen. 

Kisses and Blessings, 

Daddy 

 

 


